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Annex I 

SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT REPLIES TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

 Country Response  

1.  Albania • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention 

2.  Algeria • No instances of secret detention or facilities for secret detention as a 
means to counter terrorism. 

• Places of custody exist within the levels of the national security 
service, the police service and the Department of Intelligence and 
Security. The sites are controlled by personnel who hold the rank of an 
officer within the criminal investigation department, and who will be 
subject to legal responsibility for disciplinary and penal sanctions, in 
the event they act outside of, or in violation of, legal procedures.  

• All sites of police custody are placed under the control of the public 
prosecutor (civil or military) which carries out regular and 
unannounced inspections.  

• The penitentiaries are placed under the authority of relevant personnel 
of the Ministry of Justice, who will be held personally liable at a 
disciplinary and penal level in the event of violation of the governing 
rules of detention applicable to both accused and convicted detainees. 
Such establishments are controlled by magistrates and the heads of the 
administration of penitentiaries.  

• Noted that, pursuant to an accord signed with the Ministry of Justice, 
the ICRC has visited penitentiaries since 1999; and since 2003 has 
been allowed unannounced visits to places of police custody. Also, the 
penitentiary establishments are accessible to civil society; regular 
visits are carried out by the national commission for promotion of 
human rights, by NGOs, UNDP and UNICEF.  

• There are various codes which comprise a legal framework for sites of 
police custody and penitentiaries, and the Penal Code provides for 
sanctions for persons who violate the laws, such as illegal or arbitrary 
detention or ill-treatment.  
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• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• Secret detention is not used by the police services of Algeria. The law 
precludes such practice. The methods for dealing with terrorism are 
within a strict legal framework, with investigations to be carried out 
within allowed time limits, and with magistrates being informed. In an 
emergency situation in the context of counter-terrorism which 
threatens the public order, a presidential decree may be made of a 
State of Emergency, notified to the UN, authorizing the Minister of 
Interior to take measures of house arrest as administrative internment. 
It is in this context, controlled by presidential decree, that such rare 
and exceptional measures may be taken. This is believed to be an 
effective measure in the efforts against terrorism.  

3.  Armenia • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

4.  Austria • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• Recalled the position it took as Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union from the beginning of 2006 in emphasizing the 
absolute necessity for adhering to all existing standards of human 
rights law and international humanitarian law in the context of the 
fight against terrorism.  

• On 21November, 2005, the Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe initiated an inquiry directed at all CoE member States where 
member States were asked how their internal law ensured the effective 
implementation of the ECHR on four issues relevant to secret 
detention in countering terrorism. Austria furnished a comprehensive 
answer to this inquiry in February, 2006. 

5.  Bahrain • No instances of secret detention under Bahraini law to counter 
terrorism. The criminal procedure code, in accordance with the 
Constitution, sets out requirements which preclude the lawfulness of 
secret detention. Anti-terrorism legislation regulates procedures for the 
investigation and arrest of persons accused or suspected of 
involvement in terrorism. Further, Bahraini law guarantees the rights 
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 Country Response  
of persons who are arrested or remanded in custody, including the 
right to communicate with family members and lawyers prior to 
detention.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. Noted that Bahrain has signed numerous international 
counter-terrorism agreements and extradition agreements, which 
involve procedures which are applied in conformity with the 
Constitution and domestic law. Bahrain has signed extradition treaties 
with Egypt and ratified an agreement between the States of Gulf 
Cooperation Council concerning the transfer of persons sentenced to 
deprivation of liberty.  

• Any alternatives to secret detention must be consistent with the UN 
conventions which have been ratified by Bahrain.  

• No history of secret detention practices. However, Bahrain has fully 
co-operated with respect to counter-terrorism efforts, including having 
signed numerous international covenants on counter-terrorism. 
Co-operation must be carried out within the framework of 
international conventions.  

6.  Bangladesh • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. Constitutional law and the criminal procedure set 
out requirements which preclude lawfulness of secret detention.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• Suggests surveillance and advance intelligence as an alternative to 
secret detention as a means of countering terrorism.  

• No comment on past experiences with secret detention, as it is 
unlawful in Bangladesh.  

7.  Belarus  • No information on any persons who have been secretly detained in the 
territory of the state.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No comment on past experiences with secret detention 

8.  Bolivia • No information on any persons who have been secretly detained in the 
territory of the state.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. Such practices are not permitted under Bolivian law.  

• Secret detention is not an effective means of countering terrorism and 
runs counter to human rights obligations.  
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• No history of secret detention practices. The current situation of 
terrorism in Bolivia has been dealt with within a legal framework and 
any actions taken are in the public knowledge, internationally and 
nationally.  

9.  Botswana • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. Constitutional law and the criminal procedure set 
out requirements which preclude lawfulness of secret detention.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

10.  Bulgaria • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

11.  Chad • The Constitution of Chad guarantees the protection of human rights, 
including the protection of life and liberty, and against torture and 
degrading treatment. Referred to Chad’s ratification of various 
international instruments relating to counter-terrorism. The Chad Penal 
Code also punishes terrorist acts.  

• No instances of secret detention, nor do secret detention facilities exist 
as a means to counter terrorism. There is the National Security Agency 
which is charged with responsibility for this domain.  

• No information on collaboration with other governments on 
involvement or participation in secret detention of suspected terrorists 
in other states.  

12.  Croatia • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on counter-terrorism measures. Detention per se 
is clearly regulated within Croatian legislative framework, including 
the sanctions for any possible misuse and/or illegal detention  
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• No further comments or on past experiences with secret detention. 
Serious infringements of human rights, as well as a one dimensional 
approach to countering terrorism in past years, have only helped 
terrorist propaganda. Therefore, Croatia stresses the need for 
counterterrorism compliance with international law. 

13.  Cyprus • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on counter-terrorism measures (no terrorist 
incidents have occurred in the past 20 years in Cyprus) or on past 
experiences with secret detention.  

14.  Finland • No instances of secret detention or facilities as a means to counter 
terrorism. Finland has consistently emphasized the need to respect 
human rights while countering terrorism.  

• A reference has once been made to the landing of a cargo aircraft on 
16 May 2003. Permission had been granted because it had been 
designated by the US declaration as an aircraft used for the carriage of 
cargo.  

• Finnish legislation contains provisions which control acts of foreign 
agencies, and affords safeguards against unacknowledged deprivation 
of liberty.  

• The Sentences Enforcement Decree prohibits detention in a penal 
institution without a written order, and the identity of the prisoners is 
always verified; this applies to both Finnish nationals and foreigners.  

• No person suspected of involvement in terrorism have been placed in 
Finnish prisons or transported on the order of the Prison Service in 
Finland; nor is there any information that any official or person acting 
officially has been involved in the unacknowledged deprivation of 
liberty or the transport of persons so deprived.  

• No instances of experiences where secret detentions have been an 
effective or acceptable measure in countering terrorism.  

• The Finnish Penal Code provides for definition of terrorist offences 
and for the right of the Prosecutor General to make decisions in 
relation to the bringing of charges.  

• No experiences of secret detention in past domestic, regional or global 
counter-terrorism context.  
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15.  Germany • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. Respect for human rights is a constitutional mandate.  

• Germany does not regard secret detention as an effective tool in 
countering terrorism and emphasizes that terrorism must be dealt with 
in compliance with democratic principles, rule of law, human rights 
and international obligations.  

• No further comments on past experiences with secret detention. 

• Germany referred to the case of Mr. Murat Kurnaz. It reported that the 
German Federal Ministry of Justice became aware of this case on 26 
February 2002, when the Chief Federal Prosecutor informed the 
Ministry that it would not take over a preliminary investigation 
pending before the Prosecution of the Land of Bremen. Germany also 
indicated that the Office of the Chief Federal Prosecutor had received 
a report from the Federal Criminal Police Office on 31 January 2002, 
that, according to information by the Federal Intelligence Service, Mr. 
Murat Kurnaz had been arrested by United States officials in 
Afghanistan or Pakistan. 

• Germany also referred to the case of Mr. Khaled El-Masri. It reported 
that, on 8 June 2004, the Federal Chancellery and the Federal Foreign 
Office received a letter from his lawyer indicating that Mr. El-Masri 
had been abducted in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on 
31 December 2003, presumably transferred to Afghanistan and kept 
there against his will until his return to Germany on 29 May 2004. It 
also indicated that the Federal Ministry of Justice was informed about 
these facts on 18 June 2004. 

16.  Greece • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

17.  Iraq • Response received; currently with the translation services;  

18.  Ireland • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 
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• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• The Constitution of Ireland provides that "No person shall be deprived 
of his personal liberty save in accordance with law’’. The deprivation 
of a person's liberty can only take place in defined circumstances, and 
there is no concept in Irish law of a detention which is simultaneously 
both lawful and secret. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

19.  Italy • Italy’s legal system is designed to ensure the effective framework of 
guarantees protective of human rights; after 9/11 Italy adopted urgent 
measures to combat terrorism, updating anti-terrorist legislation. 

• Italy referred to the case of Hassam Osama Mustafa Nasr (Abu Omar) 
with regard to whom a judicial investigation had been initiated, 
involving the committal of 26 people for trial who had served at the 
Italian Intelligence and Military Service. The trial is ongoing. Under 
Act No. 124, the Services were suppressed, while their tasks were 
placed under the responsibly of the President of the Council of 
Ministers, as the National Authority for the Security. It is envisaged 
that a legal excuse available to personnel would be that the activities 
are considered critical for pursuing institutional objectives. State 
secrecy has also be redefined by limiting its application, particularly to 
be in line with certain values (integrity; protection of constitutional 
institutions; protection of the independence of the state; protection of 
the military defense). The Criminal Procedure Code has also been 
reformulated to provide for a privilege for civil servants to plead state 
secrets to avoid having to testify in relevant cases. However, there is 
scope for the Judicial Authority to apply to the Constitutional Court to 
examine documents covered by state secrecy.  

• Secret detention is not considered to be an effective tool to counter 
terrorism.  

• Italy is not in a position to provide specific relevant practice.  

20.  Jamaica • Jamaica supports the efforts of the United Nations in general, and the 
Special Rapporteurs in particular, to promote and protect human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, whilst also countering the dangers of 
terrorism.  

• Have never engaged in the practice of secret or any other type of 
detention of terrorist subjects.  
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• To date, including over the time period specified, no individual has 
been arrested, charged or suspected of terrorism or terrorist activity. 

21.  Japan • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

22.  Lebanon • (Translated from Arabic) No instances of “arbitrary” detention in the 
penitentiary system as a means to counter terrorism. 

• Under the laws in force, suspects are detained pursuant to a warrant 
issued by the competent judicial authorities, which oversee all stages 
of investigations. No suspects have been held in “incommunicado” 
detention.  

• No one, acting in cooperation with any foreign ally, has participated 
in, or facilitated the incommunicado detention in Lebanon of any 
person suspected of engaging in terrorist activities.  

• No information is available on the use of forcible detention in the 
context of countering terrorism at the local, regional or international 
levels. 

23.  Liechtenstein • No instances of, or involvement in, secret detention as a means to 
counter terrorism, either actively or passively. Unlawful detention is a 
crime which is prosecuted, and if a suspicion of unlawful secret 
detention by a domestic or foreign authority or service in Liechtenstein 
were to have arisen, the Office of the Public Prosecutor would be 
required to immediately initiate a judicial investigation into an offense 
of deprivation of liberty, as there no lawful exception which is 
applicable to the secret services which would otherwise limit the 
Prosecutor’s obligation to prosecute. 

•  No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• No experiences in countering terrorism can be mentioned where secret 
detention has been considered as an effective tool.  

• Promotion and protection of human rights constitutes one of the 
priority areas in Liechtenstein’s foreign policy, and it regards full 
respect of human rights as a vital element to ensure the effectiveness 
of any counter terrorism measure.  
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24.  Mauritius • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system as a means 
to counter terrorism. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• The Constitution guarantees the protection of the right to liberty, 
entitling all persons who have been detained with the right to inform 
his/her relatives/friend and the right to a visit. As to measures to 
combat terrorism - the Prevention of Terrorism Act 2002 does not 
provide for “secret detention” but does allow for “incommunicado 
detention” for up to 36 hours with access only to a Police Officer of a 
certain rank.  

• It is believed that as a counter-terrorism measure, the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act 2002 falls within the International Human Rights 
framework.  

25.  Mexico • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system. Even 
within the context of military detentions, there is a requirement to keep 
a register of all detainees, and there are procedural safeguards against 
secret detentions. 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention. 

26.  Moldova • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

27.  Montenegro • No information or evidence that persons suspected of terrorism have 
been arrested or detained on the territory of Montenegro or that they 
have been secretly detained. The relevant authorities or institutions do 
not possess information about potential arrest or secret detention of 
those suspected of terrorism, nor about any such imprisonment and/or 
arrest resulting in death or violence. 

• No facilitation of secret detention.  
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• As to counter-terrorism measures, a number of laws have been passed 
which sanction the criminal act of terrorism and provide for 
identification of such perpetrators and establish institutional bodies 
responsible for detection, investigation and decision making in cases 
of suspected terrorist acts.  

• Emphasizes that Montenegro is a member of CAT, OPCAT and the 
European Convention.  

28.  Paraguay • No information on any instances of secret detention. All arrests should 
be carried out within the legal framework.  

• Paraguay does not have any specific anti-terrorism laws, so that all 
crimes are dealt with in accordance with the Penal code. There is a 
draft law currently being considered in relation to anti-terrorism 
measures.  

• No information of any secret detention facilities, nor are there any 
plans for construction of such sites.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• Emphasizes Paraguay’s compliance with its international human rights 
obligations.  

29.  Peru • The Ministry of Interior has no knowledge of any instances of secret 
detention in the penitentiary system, nor any facilities for secret 
detention.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No, secret detention is not an effective measure in countering 
terrorism. There has been no case in which such secret detention has 
been effective. Peru emphasizes its compliance with all international 
obligations.  

• There is legislation allowing police to arrest persons who are caught in 
the act of committing a crime. They are informed of the reason for the 
arrest, presumed innocent, have a right to physical integrity, and right 
to lawyer and doctor, and to communicate with family and friends. 
There are also requirements which arise in cases where police carry 
out an arrest pursuant to an arrest warrant: to inform the person of the 
reasons for the arrest; to inform the magistrate, the reason of detention 
and which authority had ordered the arrest; report the arrest to the 
magistrate who needs to put the detainee before the judge who issued 
the arrest warrant; and to inform the detainee of their rights.  
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30.  Philippines • Facilities and practices of secret detention; such practices contravene 
the Constitution which expressly prohibits secret, solitary and 
incommunicado detention and torture, and are not used. Specific laws 
provide penalties for those who violate requirements in relation to the 
arrest, interrogation and detention of those suspected of terrorism.  

31.  Poland • On 11 March 2008, the district Prosecutor’s Office has instituted 
proceedings on the alleged existence of secret CIA prisons in Poland. 
This was referred to the Appellate Prosecutor Office on 1 April 2009. 
The prosecutors are gathering evidence which is considered secret or 
classified.  

• To ensure the proper course of the proceedings, the prosecutors are 
bound by confidentiality and cannot reveal the findings. Once the 
proceedings are completed and the findings are made public, the 
Government may respond.  

32.  Romania • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

33.  Russian 
Federation 

• No instances of secret detention in the Russian system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State 

• All detentions fall within the supervision of the Federal penitentiary 
and the Ministry of Interior.  

• From 2007-2016 there is a program being undertaken to improve 
detention conditions.  

• The office of the General Prosecutor supervises situations of detention, 
and if there is a violation, it is reported.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

34.  Singapore • Singapore does not practice secret detentions at all, either alone or in 
collaboration with its allies.  

• Singapore’s approach to detection and rehabilitation of terrorists, used 
effectively, with two-thirds of terrorists arrested since 2001 having 
been released and reintegrated back into society, has involved: 

• A legislative framework defining the mandate and powers of the 
intelligence agencies, ensuring accountability.  
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• the Internal Security Act provides for powers of preventative detention 
for security threats, outside of criminal laws, with:  

• built-in procedural safeguards including a review panel overseen by a 
Supreme court judge; and a right given to the President to overrule 
Government decisions on detention.  

• Initial detention beyond 48 hours must be approved by a 
Superintendant of Police and reported to the Commander of Police. 

• Any detention under the ISA beyond 30 days must be approved by the 
Minister of Home Affairs and permission be given by the President.  

• Once detained under the ISA, detention is reviewed every 12 months.  

• Rights of detainees: to written reasons for detention (within 14 days) 
and right to appeal, and right to representation.  

• Family members are informed and given the right to reach the detainee 
(within the first 30 days subject to non-interference with the 
investigation; thereafter, regularly) 

• Justices of the Peace and community members form a Board of 
Inspection which is allowed to make unannounced visits to the 
detention centers.  

35.  Slovakia • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• In 2006, Slovakia responded to the inquiry of the Council of Europe’s 
investigation into allegations of unlawful and unacknowledged 
detentions.  

• Slovakian authorities are constrained by the rule of law and in 
particular the Constitution. Unlawful deprivation of liberty, 
interrogation or torture would attract criminal liability. Persons 
charged with terrorist offences must be dealt with in accordance with 
the criminal procedures.  

• Activities of foreign intelligence services on Slovakian territory are 
monitored by the two national intelligence agencies, which are subject 
to Parliamentary control.  

36.  Slovenia • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State 
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• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

37.  Spain • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system and no 
secret facilities.  

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State. 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures as Spain has no past experiences with 
secret detention. Secret detention is incompatible with Spain’s 
domestic legislation.  

38.  Suriname • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State 

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

39.  Syrian Arab 
Republic 

• There are no secret prisons or detention centres in Syria. There are no 
cases of secret detention and no individuals are arrested without the 
knowledge of the competent authorities. 

•  No authorization has been granted to the security service of any 
foreign state to establish secret detention facilities in Syria. 

•  A number of foreign individuals were arrested in Syria at the request 
of other States, who were informed of the legal basis for the arrests 
and their places of detention. These States were also informed whether 
the individuals concerned were brought before the Courts or 
transferred outside of Syria.  

•  Individuals belonging to different terrorist groups have been 
prosecuted and detained in public prisons, in compliance with the 
relevant international standards. They will be judged by the competent 
judicial authorities. Court proceedings will be public and will take 
place in the presence of defense lawyers, families, human rights 
activists and foreign diplomats. Some will be publicized through the 
media. 

• The Interpol branch within the Security Service of the Ministry of 
Interior cooperates with international Interpol branches with regard to 
suspected terrorist and other criminal activities. 
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40.  Switzerland • The practice of secret detention is never used, and no facility for such 
detention exists in Switzerland. Such detention is not permitted by 
Swiss law.  

• The Swiss Constitution guarantees the rights of persons deprived of 
their liberty, and detention must be carried out strictly in accordance 
with prescribed requirements, including: being informed of the reasons 
of detention; make a call to a lawyer; and inform family/friends; being 
brought before a judge; to be judged without unreasonable delay.  

• The Swiss Penal Code criminalizes abductions and detention without 
legal basis, and unlawful forced transportation is punishable as a 
crime, as are attempts or participation in such acts. Also, Switzerland 
complies with its obligations under the 1963 Vienna Convention in 
relation to the detention/arrest of foreigners, such that in the case of 
arrest/detention of foreigners, the person has a right to inform the 
diplomatic embassy. Persons who have been illegally detained have 
recourse before an independent tribunal.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

41.  Trinidad and 
Tobago  

• The practice of secret detention is not used, and no facility for such 
detention exists.  

• Anti-Terrorism Act 2005 regulates treatment of persons suspected of 
terrorist acts. This provides for a process for seeking a detention order 
to be granted by a judge in chambers, with the consent of the Director 
of Public Prosecution. Detention is for an initial period of up to 48 
hours, and extended for up to 14 days. Records to be kept of the place 
and periods of detention.  

• No history of using secret detention to counter terrorism.  

42.  United 
Kingdom 

• The Government is not aware of any cases of individuals having been 
secretly detained in facilities on UK territory. In February 2008, the 
US informed the UK government (contrary to previous assurances 
otherwise) that it had used the UK Overseas Territory of Diego Garcia 
to refuel rendition flights. The US has given assurances that there have 
been no other such incidents since September 2001, and have assured 
the UK that there would be no rendition through UK territory without 
express permission, which would only be granted if satisfied that it 
would accord with UK law and international obligations.  

• The Intelligence and Security Committee is charged with oversight of 
the policy of the intelligence and security agencies. It has produced 
reports on the ways in which the agencies seek to ensure that they do 
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not contribute to the detention of individuals outside of a legal 
framework. In one of the reports, the agencies refer to the fact that the 
US is clearly holding some Al-Qaida members indention, but the 
details and location have not been disclosed to the UK, although the 
intelligence gathered from interrogation of such detainees has been 
used by the UK agencies.  

• By mid-2003 suspicions arose regarding the operation of black sites, 
so the UK agencies sought Ministerial approval and assurances from 
foreign liaison agencies if there was a risk of rendition operations 
arising from their operations. After April 2004 (Abu Ghraib 
revelations), in view of the known risk of mistreatment in operations 
which may result in US custody of detainees, the UK agencies sought 
assurances of humane treatment in any operation which may involve 
rendition/US custody.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

43.  United States of 
America 

• The Obama Administration has adopted the following specific 
measures: 

•  Instructed the CIA to close as expeditiously as possible any detention 
facilities that it currently operated as of 22 January 2009 and ordered 
that the CIA shall not operate any such detention facility in the future.  

• Ordered that the Guantanamo Bay detention facility be closed as soon 
as practicable. 

• Required the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to be 
given notice and timely access to any individual detained in any armed 
conflict in the custody or under the effective control of the 
United States Government, consistent with Department of Defense 
regulations and policies. 

•  Ordered a comprehensive review of the lawful options available to 
the Federal Government with respect to detention of individuals 
captured or apprehended in connection with armed conflicts and 
counterterrorism operations. 

•  Reaffirmed that all persons in U.S. custody must be treated humanely 
as a matter of law. 

•  Mandated that detention at Guantanamo conform to all applicable 
laws governing conditions of confinement, including Common Article 
3 of the Geneva Conventions, and directed a review of detention 
conditions at Guantanamo to ensure such compliance. 
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•  Ordered a review of United States transfer policies to ensure that they 
do not result in the transfer of individuals to other nations to face 
torture or otherwise for the purpose, or with the effect, of undermining 
or circumventing the commitments or obligations of the United States 
to ensure the humane treatment of individuals in its custody or control. 
The resulting Task Force on transfer practices recommended to the 
President in August that (1) the State Department be involved in 
evaluating all diplomatic assurances; (2) the Inspectors General of the 
Departments of State, Defense, and Homeland Security prepare an 
annual report on all transfers relying on assurances; and (3) 
mechanisms for monitoring treatment in the receiving country be 
incorporated into assurances. 

• Announced the transfer of at least seven detainees from military 
custody to U.S. criminal law enforcement proceedings, and transferred 
25 detainees to date to third countries for repatriation or resettlement. 

•  Worked with Congress to revise U.S. laws governing military 
commissions to enhance their procedural protections, including 
prohibiting introduction of evidence obtained as a result of cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment. 

•  Expanded the review procedures for detainees held by the 
Department of Defense in Afghanistan in order to enhance the 
transparency and fairness of U.S. detention practices. Detainees are 
permitted an opportunity to challenge the evidence that is the basis for 
their detention, to call reasonably available witnesses, and to have the 
assistance of personal representatives who have access to all 
reasonably available relevant information (including classified 
information). Proceedings generally shall be open, including to 
representatives of the ICRC, and possibly to non-governmental 
organizations. 

•  Established more tailored standards and rigorous procedures for 
evaluating assertions of the State secrets privilege, including 
establishing an internal accountability mechanism, ensuring that the 
privilege is never asserted to avoid embarrassment or conceal 
violations of law, and creating a referral mechanism to the Office of 
Inspector General where the privilege is asserted but there is credible 
evidence of a violation of law. These standards and procedures were 
established in order to strike a better balance between open 
government and the need to protect vital national security information. 

•  The Department of Justice initiated a preliminary criminal 
investigation into the interrogation of certain detainees. 

• The Government indicated that these measures cumulatively seek to 
reaffirm the importance of compliance with the rule of law in U.S. 
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detention practices, to ensure U.S. adherence to its international legal 
obligations, and to promote accountability and transparency in this 
important area of national security policy.” The Government also 
noted that some of the specific information requested in the 
questionnaire implicates national security issues and that, although 
considerable amounts of information have been declassified, certain 
information will not be released for valid security reasons, subject to 
extensive oversight to ensure compliance with the law. 

44.  Venezuela • No instances of secret detention in the penitentiary system 

• No involvement or collaboration in secret detention on the territory of 
another State.  

• No further comments on effectiveness of secret detention or other 
counter-terrorism measures or on past experiences with secret 
detention.  

• Venezuela noted that secret detentions are contrary to its domestic 
legislation and Constitution. Domestic provisions specifically provide 
for safeguards against such secret detention and further criminalize 
enforced disappearances and set out criminal sanctions for such an 
offence.  
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Annex II 

 In August 2009, the experts corresponded with 19 countries across all geographic regions of the 
world with a request to conduct an official visit to the countries concerned in order to conduct private 
interviews with persons believed to have been formerly held in secret detention. As one of the essential 
objectives of the joint study is to better understand   and ultimately redress   the plight of the victims, the 
experts wanted to engage directly with relevant sources. The experts wish to thank the Government of 
Germany and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for extending an invitation to visit. 
Visits to these two States were undertaken between September and November 2009 for the purpose of 
conducting interviews. The experts were unfortunately unable to visit other States due to the fact that 
invitations were either not extended or they were advised that a visit for such a purpose could not be 
arranged by the concerned State. In an effort to get direct information from persons who reportedly had been 
secretly detained, the experts did conduct a number of interviews by telephone and/or interviewed legal 
counsel or family members as some of these persons are still in detention or hospitalized and unable to 
communicate directly. In total, the experts conducted 30 interviews with individuals from various 
nationalities and regions around the world. This Annex contains 24 case summaries of interviews conducted. 
Six interviews were excluded as they were determined either not to be within the scope of this study or the 
information provided was not sufficiently detailed and precise to be included. 

CASE SUMMARIES 

Case 1 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Abdeljalil Al-Hattar*  
Nationality/country of origin Yemen 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
14 December 2007  
Location of initial detention 
Arrested at a mosque in Sana’a district, Yemen. 
Grounds of initial detention  
Told during interrogation that he had been arrested on suspicion of having harboured a wanted person.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Yemeni Political Security Officers 
Total period of detention 
14 months (14 December 2007 to February 2009) 
Duration of secret detention  
Approximately the first 2 months (14 December 2007 to February 2008) 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
Initially detained at a mosque in Sana’a district, Yemen, and then subsequently taken to the Political 
Security Unit’s premises in Sana’a district, Yemen, where he was detained for a further 1 year and 2 
months.  
Conditions and treatment  
Interrogated during the first seven days of detention. No physical coercion was used. No complaints 
generally about interrogation methods used. He had no access to a lawyer, judge nor doctor during the 
entire period of his detention. 
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before a judge. 
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Date of release 
February 2009. He was released without an apology or compensation. To date, he has not filed a 
complaint.  
Additional Information 
His arrest and detention created some personal problems. He had been due to be married four days after 
the arrest, and also, he had applied for a government job at the time. 

*   Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 2- Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Suleiman Abdallah* 
Nationality/country of origin Tanzania 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of the initial detention 
March 2003 
Location of the initial detention 
Mogadishu, Somalia 
Grounds of detention 
No charges were ever brought against him. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Somalia: He was arrested by team of Mohammed Dere, a notorious warlord allegedly working for the 
United States.  
Kenya: He was held by the Kenyan police in Nairobi and was interrogated by the CIA and the FBI.  
Somalia: In Bosaso, he was guarded by Somali soldiers.  
Afghanistan: In Afghanistan, he was guarded by Afghan soldiers and interrogated by officials from the 
CIA. The Prison of Darkness was allegedly run by the CIA and the Salt Pit by the FBI. 
Site(s) held in detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Mogadishu, Somalia in March 2003 (one day) 
2. Jail near an airport in Nairobi, Kenya 
3. Bosaso, Somalia; Djibouti (one day) 
4. “Dark Prison”, Afghanistan (two months) 
5. “Salt pit”, Afghanistan (14 months) 
6. Bagram Airforce Base, Afghanistan (four years and two months) 
7. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania via Dubai, United Arab Emirates (one day) 

Total period of detention 
More than five years (March 2003 - November 2008) 
Duration of secret detention 
Same as above 
Conditions and treatment  
Upon his arrest in Mogadishu, he was beaten by four men, resulting in broken fingers and teeth. 
Afterwards, he was forcibly taken to a hospital, then blindfolded and taken to the airport, where he was 
flown to Nairobi.  
In Nairobi, he was held in a room with no bed and tiny windows. He was interrogated by the police and 
taken to the hospital. There, he was visited by officers who identified themselves as belonging to the FBI. 
After eight days in Nairobi, he was taken to an airport with the same CIA agents who had taken him from 
Mogadishu. They tied his hands and legs, blindfolded him, and beat him on his ears. He was flown to 
Bosaso, Somalia, where he was taken to a boarding house and forced to sit on the floor, surrounded by 
four armed soldiers. 
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The following day, he was flown to Djibouti. On the flight, he was blindfolded, his feet were shackled and 
he was chained to the floor of the plane. He was not allowed to sleep, and he was hit on his ears every 
time he started to sleep. He was kept in a building at the airport. Some people held them while another 
man cut his clothes off and raped him. Afterwards, he was put in a diaper, hooded, cuffed, shackled and 
put on another plane to Kabul, Afghanistan. Upon landing, he was taken to the Prison of Darkness. At the 
prison, he heard strange voices in several languages, including Kiswahili and Somali, saying things such 
as “there is no God, no God, no God.” He was taken to an interrogation room, where his entire body was 
shaved by the interrogators in an aggressive and humiliating manner. He was kept in a stress position, 
chained to a wall, in a tiny, dark room in solitary confinement. Freezing water was poured on him; he was 
often forcibly naked, beaten and raped with foreign objects. He was kept in solitary confinement for two 
months, in complete darkness and with very loud music playing constantly. The interrogators would hang 
him from the ceiling in the “strapado” position, so that only his toes touched the floor. The guards were 
Afghans. He was fed only every two days, and was given pills on a regular basis. He was approached by 
some people carrying ICRC badges who asked for his personal information, including his mother’s 
address, but he refused to give them the information since he believed they were CIA agents. 
Around September 2004, he was taken to the “Salt pit”, an underground prison run by the FBI. There was 
constant light, and the Afghan guards would sometimes urinate on the detainees’ food. He had no contact 
with his family, and he was visited several times by two FBI agents. After 14 months, FBI officers came 
to the prison, took his photograph, shackled him with fiberglass cuffs and blindfolded him. He was taken 
by helicopter and upon arrival in Bagram, he was chained and handcuffed, and his eyes were covered with 
glasses. He was also made to stand in a box and the rules were extremely strict. After bathing in the open, 
he was blindfolded and taken to an interrogation room. The interrogators were US officials. After he 
refused to answer their answers, he was slapped by one of the interrogators and dragged down the 
staircase to a wooden cage, where he was forced to stay for approximately one week. He was then 
transferred to another cage, where his blindfold was finally removed. He was first able to see other 
detainees, but the cages were later sealed so that the detainees could not see any other people. He was 
constantly harassed by the soldiers guarding the prison and bright lights were constantly kept on. The 
common practice was for the guards to use teargas on all detainees if one of them caused a problem. Mr. 
Abdallah suffered from acute headaches but was not taken to see a psychiatrist, like other detainees. 
During his detention in Bagram, he did not have contact with his family. Women and children, as young 
as twelve were also detained there. 
In November 2008, he was flown to Dar es Salaam and held for interrogation overnight. 
Date of release 
November 2008. 

Additional information 
After three years in detention, he sent a letter to his mother via the ICRC. Starting at the end of 2006, he 
was visited by the ICRC three or four times. 
After his release, Mr. Abdallah has only been able to eat fruit, as solid food makes him vomit. He 
experiences pain in his back, jaw and teeth. He constantly feels dizzy and confused during the day and has 
nightmares at night. 

*  Information contained is from a phone interview with interviewee and other credible sources. 

Case 3 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Saud Mukhtar Al-Hashimi* 
Nationality/country of origin Saudi Arabia  
Gender Male 
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Detention 
Date of initial detention 
2 February 2007 
Location of initial detention 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Grounds of initial detention  
He was arrested as part of a group of nine persons demanding political change. These individuals were 
accused of having supported and financed terrorism, and were conducting illegal activities of raising and 
transferring funds to suspicious parties.  
Total period of detention 
From 2 February 2007 until present. He was in detention at the time of this interview.  
Duration of secret detention  
First 10 days.  
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest  
Officers of the Public Investigations Unit, Saudi Arabia 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
He was held in premises of the Public Investigations Unit in Jeddah. For the first ten days he was held in a 
building annexed to the public prison, and then moved to the public prison.  
Conditions and treatment  
He was held in solitary confinement since the beginning of the detention period, without any contact with 
other detainees. He was interrogated from time to time.  
Communication with his wife (visits and telephone calls) was sometimes suspended as punishment, 
including in one instance, for a period of 5 months, and another period of 8 months. He was beaten three 
times.  
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before a judge 
Date of release 
He remains in detention.  

*  Information contained is from an interview with the wife of the interviewee, Mrs. Hassna Ali 
Ahmed Al Zahrani, and other credible sources.  

Case 4 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Bisher Al-Rawi* 
Nationality/country of origin Iraq 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of the initial detention  
8 November 2002 
Location of the initial detention 
Banjul, the Gambia 
Grounds of detention  
No charges were ever brought against him. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Gambia: He was detained by officers from the Gambian Intelligence Agency and subsequently kept in 
custody by Gambian authorities. 
Afghanistan: Afghani authorities. He was interrogated by American officials, including officials from the 
CIA, the MI5 and foreign counter intelligence delegations from Tunisia, Syria, and Libya, among others. 
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Site(s) held in detention, including sites of possible transit 
1. Safe houses in a residential area in Banjul, the Gambia  
2. “Dark Prison”, Afghanistan 
3. Bagram, Afghanistan  
4. Guantanamo Bay  
Total period of detention 
More than four years (8 November 2002 to 30 March 2007) 
Duration of secret detention 
Safe houses in a residential area in Banjul, the Gambia (one month); “Dark Prison” (three weeks) and 
Bagram, Afghanistan (one month); and Guantanamo Bay (four years). 
Conditions and treatment  
In Banjul, he was first allowed to be free inside the safe houses. He was later placed in a wooden cage. 
On the flight to Afghanistan, he was blindfolded, hooded, handcuffed and his feet were shackled. At the 
“Dark Prison”, an old detention center, there was no light or heating. The guards all wore hoods and never 
spoke. On the first day, he was placed in a dark cell and the handcuffs and hood were eventually removed. 
He was kept in that cell, which measured approximately 5 x 9 feet for three weeks. It had a steel door, a 
bucket, an old piece of carpet and a rusty steel bar. He was kept in the cold and had to wear diapers. Loud 
music was played continuously. The only light he saw was the torches carried by the guards when they 
gave him food, which was on average less than once per day. He was kept incommunicado and was not 
interrogated during this time. 
On around 22 December, two American and two Afghan guards went into his cell, chained his hands 
behind his back and hooded him. He was taken away on a helicopter to Bagram, Afghanistan. He was held 
at an old factory, which was used as a secret detention facility. He spent the first three days and several 
weeks after in isolation. At Bagram, he was subjected to sleep deprivation for up to three days and threats. 
He was subjected to almost daily, long interrogations, and he was always handcuffed, hooded and 
shackled. 
He was transferred to Guantanamo Bay through a rendition flight on 7 February 2003. During the trip, 
which lasted 24 hours, he was handcuffed, had goggles covering his eyes and his feet were shackled. He 
underwent multiple interrogations and was kept in isolation for three weeks. 
Date of release 
30 March 2007. 
Additional information 
While in Bagram, he was able to meet with the ICRC and send letters to his family through them. 

 *  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources. 

Case 5 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Maher Arar*  
Nationality/country of origin Canadian (national of the Syrian Arab Republic)  
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
 26 September 2002 
Location of initial detention 
John F. Kennedy Airport, New York, United States of America (he was in transit on the way home to 
Canada, following a visit to Tunisia) 
Grounds of initial detention 
He was detained on the basis of information provided by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
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that he was a suspected terrorist and a possible member of the Muslim Brotherhood and/or Al-Qaida. 
Formal charges were never filed in Canada, the USA or the Syrian Arab Republic.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
He was detained and interrogated by officials from the United States of America based on unverified 
information provided by the RCMP. He was deported by US authorities and transferred to Jordanian 
officials and then turned over to the Syrian authorities, including the Syrian military intelligence who held 
him under special powers given to the National Intelligence Services.  
Total period of detention 
From 26 September 2002 to 5 October 2003. 
Duration of secret detention  
Approximately 1 month, from 26 September 2002 to end of October 2002. 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
1. On 26 September 2002, he was detained at JFK airport, NY, USA and held in the Metropolitan 
Detention Centre in Manhattan for eleven days (26 September to 7 October 2002). 
2. On 8 October 2002, he was transported to the Syrian Arab Republic, via 2 stopovers in Rome, Italy and 
Amman, Jordan. During this time he was chained and shackled in the back of a plane. 
3. He saw a photo of President Assad which indicated to him he was in the Syrian Arab Republic. He was 
later told that he was in Far Falestin detention centre. He was held here for 10 and half months.  
4. On 20 August 2003, he was transferred to Sednaya Prison in Syria until his release on 5 October 2003. 
Conditions and treatment  
From the USA to Jordan - He was put on a private plane and chained and shackled. He arrived in Jordan 
blindfolded and said he was repeatedly hit on the back of his head by Jordanian guards.  
In transit from Jordan to the Syrian Arab Republic - He was blindfolded and “bundled” into a van and 
driven fast over bad roads. From time-to-time he was struck by one of the guards.  
In Far Falestin detention centre, the Syrian Arab Republic - He was kept in a tiny cell, roughly seven feet 
high by six feet long by three feet wide. The cell contained only two thin blankets and a “humidity 
isolator” as well as two bottles, “one for water and one for urine”. There was an opening in the middle of 
the ceiling, roughly one foot by two feet. There was no light in the cell at all, except what filtered through 
from the opening in the ceiling. He recalled two or three times when cats urinated through that opening. 
The cell was damp and very cold in winter and stifling in summer. He was known to guards only by his 
cell number: two. The first and official recognition of his detention occurred about three weeks after his 
deportation to Syria (end of October 2002) with a consular visit by Canadian authorities. He received 
approximately half a dozen consular visits while in detention but was not allowed to receive visits from 
anyone other than consular officials.  
Treatment during interrogations at Far Falestin detention centre -  
On 8 October 2002, Mr. Arar was taken for questioning from around 8:00 pm to midnight. He was 
questioned by a man named “George”, who Mr. Arar later discovered was George Salloum, the head of 
interrogation at Far Falestin. There was no physical violence during this interrogation, but there were 
ominous threats. If he was slow to answer, “George” said that he would use “the chair” which Mr. Arar 
did not understand, but assumed to be a form of torture. On 9 October 2002, he was called up for 
interrogation which lasted roughly 10 hours. When “George” arrived, he immediately started hitting him. 
The chair on which Mr. Arar was sitting was taken away, so that he was now on the floor. Mr. Arar 
interpreted it as a form of humiliation - lowering the status of the detainee in respect of the interrogators. 
“George” brought with him into the room a black cable, which might have been a shredded electrical 
cable. It was about two feet long. It was probably made of rubber, but was not hollow. Mr. Arar says that 
as soon as he saw the cable he started to cry. George told Mr. Arar to open his right hand. George then 
raised the cable high and brought it down hard. He stood up and started jumping, but was forced back 
down and the process was repeated with his left hand. Again Mr. Arar jumped up. No question had yet 
been asked. From then on, Mr. Arar was forced to stand near the door, and the questions began. The 
constant theme was “you are a liar”. He was given breaks and put in another room where he could hear 
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other people screaming. Sometimes he was blindfolded and left to stand in the hallway for an hour or 
more listening to the screams of women being beaten and the cries of the babies that some of the women 
had with them in the detention centre. When he was brought back into the interrogation room, he would be 
beaten about the upper body and asked more questions. Mostly, he was asked about his relations with 
various people. On 11 October 2002, this was the most intensive interrogation as he was questioned for 
sixteen to eighteen hours, with great physical and psychological abuse. Mr. Arar was beaten with the black 
cable on numerous occasions throughout the day, and threatened with electric shocks, “the chair” and “the 
tire”. The pattern was for Mr. Arar to receive three or four lashes with the cable, then to be questioned, 
and then for the beating to begin again. After a while, he became so weak that he was disoriented. Mr. 
Arar remembers wetting himself twice during this questioning. He had to wear the same clothes for the 
next two and a half months. He was humiliated. After these three days of beatings the interrogation 
became less intense physically. There was much less use of the cables, and more punching and hitting. By 
the 16 or 17 October, the beatings diminished but the threats intensified, so that the psychological pressure 
was extreme. The “chair” was also invoked to scare him. At the end of each interrogation session an 
interrogator would say “tomorrow will be tough” or “tomorrow will be worse for you”. Mr. Arar found it 
almost impossible to sleep for more than two or three hours a night.  
Sednaya Prison - He said conditions were “like heaven” compared to those in Far Falestin.  
Judicial proceedings 
In the Syrian Arab Republic - on the day prior to his release, over a year after his initial detention, he was 
taken before a Supreme State Security Court. He was never tried or convicted of any offence. Canadian 
officials were not notified of this court date and no lawyer was present. He was not sure what took place 
this day, if it was an actual trial, no one ever advised him of the charges against him and he was not 
convicted of any offence. 
In Canada - On 28 January 2004, the Government of Canada announced that a Public Commission of 
Inquiry would be established to examine the actions of Canadian officials, including the detention and 
deportation of Mr. Arar in the countries concerned, namely in relation to the United States of America, 
Jordan and Syria. The Commissioner’s report was released on 18 September 2006.** The Commission 
found that the treatment and conditions of Mr. Arar in Far Falestin detention centre in Syria constituted 
torture as understood in international law. Upon the conclusion of the Inquiry Mr. Arar received an official 
apology from the Prime Minister of Canada and 10.5 millions dollars (Cdn) in compensation in addition to 
one million Cdn dollars to cover the costs of his legal fees. 
Date of release 
On 5 October 2003, Mr. Arar was released from custody after signing a “confession” given to him in court 
by a Syrian prosecutor. He returned to Canada on 6 October 2003.  
Additional Information 
Mr. Arar experiences serious psychological effects from his detention and torture in Syria. Since his 
release, Mr. Arar has a deep sense of isolation from the Muslim community. Since returning to Canada, he 
has had difficulty finding a job, despite having a degree in computer engineering and a Masters in 
telecommunications. This has had a devastating effect upon both his psychological state and 
economically. Mr. Arar’s relationships with members of his immediate family have been significantly 
impaired. He feels guilty about how he now relates to his own family. He often feels emotionally distant 
and preoccupied with his own concerns. 

 *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee’s legal representative, Mr. Lorne 
Waldman, and other credible sources. 
 **  The Commissioner’s report was released on 18 September 2006, following a Commission of 
Inquiry. The Toope Report, released on 14 October 2005, was requested by the Commissioner of the Inquiry 
to determine the treatment of Mr. Arar while in detention in Jordan and Syria. The reports are available at: 
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/206/301/pco-bcp/commissions/maher_arar/07-09-13/www.ararcommission.ca/ 
eng/index.htm. 
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Case 6 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Moazzam Begg* 
Nationality/country of origin United Kingdom 
Gender Male  
Detention 

Date of the initial detention 
31 January 2002 
Location of the initial detention 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Grounds of arrest 
No charges were ever brought against him. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Islamabad: Abducted by unidentified sources, although American officers dressed as Pakistanis were in 
the vehicle at the time of arrest.  
Kandahar: The detention facility was run by the US military. 
Site(s) held in detention, including sites of possible transit 
1. Detained in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
2. On 21 February, he was taken to a military airport near Islamabad and handed over to American 

officers. He was flown to Kandahar, Afghanistan, on an American military plane, along with six other 
detainees.  

3. The detention facility in Kandahar was located next to an airport. 
4. In Bagram, Afghanistan, he was held at a remodeled warehouse.  
5. On 7 February 2003, he was transferred to Guantanamo Bay. 
Total period of detention 
Mr. Begg was detained since January 2002 for nearly three years. 
Duration of secret detention 
Three weeks in Islamabad (31 January - 21 February 2002) 
Guantanamo (February 2003 - January 2005) 
Conditions and treatment  
During his detention in Islamabad, he was taken to meet with American and British Intelligence officers in 
a different venue. He was not beaten and the Pakistan officials indicated that he had been arrested based 
on an American instruction. 
During the flight to Kandahar, he was held on the floor in a painful position and received threats from 
soldiers. He was hooded, shackled and handcuffed. 
He was hooded and shackled to the floor during the flight to Bagram. The cells had dim light and loud 
music was played all the time. Religious duties were forbidden as was all communication between 
detainees; it was thought that they could communicate with each other if they prayed. He was not taken 
outside except for during a few minutes on some occasions.  
Since he was considered a “High Value Detainee” (HVD) at Guantanamo Bay, he was held in secret 
detention in one of the two cells at Camp Echo. The ICRC was denied access to him due to “military 
necessity”. He was later moved to the “Secret Squirrel” unit, a place where HVD were secretly kept under 
the custody of the CIA. 
Judicial proceedings 
He was denied access to a lawyer or consular services during his detention in Islamabad. His wife filed a 
writ of habeas corpus to find out his whereabouts but the Government denied the arrest. 
Date of release 
January 2005. 
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Additional information 
In Kandahar, he spent the first 4 weeks in solitary confinement in a metallic barn divided into six cells. He 
was later held with other detainees. He was held in incommunicado detention for two months, although he 
was visited by the ICRC. He was subjected to heavy torture and was interrogated, sometimes naked, by 
the FBI, the CIA, military intelligence and the MI5.  
In Bagram, he was subjected to systematic interrogations, during which he was shackled, and subjected to 
physical and psychological tortures such as a mock rape of his wife. He also witnessed two detainees 
being beaten to death. If the interrogators did not hear what they wanted, he was taken out of the 
interrogation room, beaten by someone other than the interrogators, and then taken back. He was held in 
solitary confinement during the initial 6 weeks, and later in communal cells “where detainees were treated 
like animals”. In Bagram, he was visited by the ICRC and could send letters to his family through them. 
After his release, he was sent back to the United Kingdom, but he did not have his passport until 
mid-2009. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources. 

Case 7 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Abou Elkassim Britel*  
Nationality/country of origin Moroccan and Italian 
Gender Male  
Detention 

Date of initial detention 
10 March 2002  
Location of initial detention 
Lahore, Pakistan 
Grounds of initial detention  
His initial detention was on the grounds of immigration matters. The second period of detention was 
carried out on the ground of suspicion of his involvement in bombings in Casablanca.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
First Period of Detention  

In Pakistan - Pakistani immigration officers, Pakistani officials and United States officials, 
including FBI agents.  
In Morocco - Moroccan officers (including the Moroccan secret service) and United States 
officials.  

Second Period of Detention 
In Morocco - he was detained by Moroccan officers, this time en route to Italy, and was again 
transferred into the hands of the Moroccan secret service agency, the Direction de la Surveillance 
du Territoire. He was subsequently transferred to a public prison. He remains imprisoned in Ain 
Bourja prison Casablanca, Morocco.  

Total period of detention 
Two periods of detention: 

1. Approximately one year (10 March 2002 to February 2003) 
2. From 16 May 2003 until present. 

Duration of secret detention  
1. During the first period of detention: the entire period, approximately one year.  
2. During the second period of detention: approximately 4 months (16 May 2003 to 16 September 

2003).  
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Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
First Period of Detention  
1. Initially detained at Lahore, in a police station. 
2. Transferred to a detention centre in Islamabad, and transported on four occasions to a villa run by US 

officials, Islamabad.  
3. Transferred on a private airplane and handed into the custody of Moroccan officials.  
4. Detained in a facility run by the Moroccan secret service agency, the Direction de la Surveillance du 

Territoire, in Témara, Morocco.  
Second Period of Detention 
1. Detained in Melilla, and again held at Témara detention facility, this time for four months.  
2. Transferred to a prison in Sale, Morocco.  
Conditions and treatment  
First Period of Detention  

At Lahore police station: his repeated requests to contact the Italian embassy were denied, and he was 
accused of being a terrorist, and was ill-treated.  
At the Crime Investigation Department, Lahore: he was chained and beaten.  
At the villa, interrogations by FBI agents: FBI agents, with Pakistani agents present, threatened to 
torture and kill him, if he did not give information.  
Transfer by plane to Morocco: US officials forcibly transferred him onto a private airplane. During 
the flight, he was chained on his back to the floor of the airplane, his head was covered with a hood, 
and he was dressed in a diaper. Tape was put over his mouth when he tried to ask to use the bathroom. 
Before landing, the chains were removed and plastic handcuffs were used to bind his hands, and he 
was blindfolded.  
At the Témara facility: he was regularly interrogated about his life in Italy, and he was beaten and 
received threats of sexual torture, including sodomy and castration, and threats concerning his family. 
He was subsequently released without charge or explanation in front of his mother’s house.  

Second Period of Detention  
At the Témara facility: he was shackled at all times except for 15 minutes each day, and was not 
permitted to have a Koran. He was interrogated while his arms and legs were tied to a bunk bed, and 
he was severely beaten. He heard other persons screaming from their interrogations. As a result of this 
torture and coercion, he signed a confession to involvement in terrorist activities.  

Judicial proceedings 
1. During the first period of detention, he was released without charge, and without being brought 

before judicial proceedings.  
2. During the second period of detention, he was transferred from the Témara facility to a prison in 

Sale, and was then tried on charges relating to participation in subversive association and taking part 
in unauthorised meetings. He was sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment, reduced to 9 years on appeal.  

Date of release 
At time of the interview he is in prison in Sale serving his sentence.  
Additional Information 
During his second period of detention in Morocco, his wife searched for him by asking the Moroccan 
Ministry of Justice of his status. The office of the Prosecutor in Casablanca guaranteed that he was not 
being detained in Morocco. It was not until the alleged detainee’s brother reported his disappearance on 
18 September 2003, that the family became officially informed that the alleged detainee was being held in 
prison in Sale.  
According to the alleged detainee’s wife, he now suffers from many physical problems as a result of the 
treatment inflicted upon him during his periods of detention.  

*  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee’s wife, Ms. Khadija Anna Lucia 
Pighizzini, and other credible sources.  
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Case 8 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Omar Deghayes* 
Nationality/country of origin Libyan/Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (UK resident) 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
April 2002 
Location of the detention 
He was detained at his home located in Lahore, Pakistan  
Grounds of initial detention 
Not formally charged and never brought before a judge. At the moment of detention he was requested to 
hand over his weapons. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Pakistan: Pakistani, CIA and UK Security Services officers 
Afghanistan: American military, CIA, FBI and UK Security Services officers 
Guantanamo Bay: US officers 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Police station (April 2002: after arrest and only for some hours) 
2. Building described as an old castle near Lahore, Pakistan (April - May 2002) 
3. Military barracks in Islamabad, Pakistan (May - June 2002) 
4. Bagram Airbase, Afghanistan (June - August 2002) 
5. Guantanamo Bay (August 2002 - December 2007) 

Total period of detention 
Approximately 5 years and 8 months 
Duration of secret detention 
Approximately 5 months (April 2002 - August 2002) 
Conditions and treatment during secret detention  
- Building described as an old castle near Lahore, Pakistan: He was placed alone in a room. The first 3 
days he was interrogated, by Pakistani persons in civilian clothes, about bombs and about his family’s 
opposition to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (his father was allegedly killed for his opposition to the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya). During interrogations he was usually handcuffed and sometimes also hooded. He was 
also questioned by two people with an “American” accent who did not identify themselves and who wore 
no uniforms. During this period, he was punched, beaten, kicked, stripped, hit in the back with wooden 
sticks, and subjected to stress positions for up to 3 days and 3 nights by Pakistanis. 
- Transfer to Islamabad, Pakistan (by car): He was transferred hooded and handcuffed. 
- Military barracks at Islamabad, Pakistan: At first he was placed alone in a room and then another person 
of Jordanian origin joined him. On 3 occasions, he was taken to interrogations; two in a hotel located near 
the detention centre and the third in a house. He was taken to interrogations at gunpoint, handcuffed and 
hooded by Pakistanis in civilian clothes. Interrogations were carried out by American officers (identified 
themselves as CIA) and, at the third interrogation, there was also a British officer from MI6. During the 
interrogations he was asked, inter alia, about his father and his opposition to Libya, his stay in 
Afghanistan, and his life in the UK. In the barracks, he was threatened and tortured by Pakistanis (mostly 
drowning and stress positions) and there was also a room full of caged snakes that guards threatened to 
open if he did not tell and write what he did in Afghanistan. 
- Transfer to Bagram, Afghanistan: 45 detainees were taken together by uniformed American officers. 
They were put in boxes, with plastic handcuffs, and bundled together on the floor of the plane. 
- Bagram Airbase, Afghanistan: At first, he was held in a very small cell with about 15 other people, 
always chained in front (hands to feet), and then moved alone to a very small room (height of a table). 
Prisoners were not allowed to talk to each other and, if they did, they were tortured. He was heavily 
tortured (including being stripped naked and beaten) and sexually abused by American soldiers. He was 
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interrogated by FBI, CIA and British Intelligence officers. He was visited by the ICRC after 1 month, but 
he was not able to communicate with his family or lawyers.  
- Guantanamo Bay: Upon arrival, he was interrogated and then taken to a hospital where interrogations 
continued. At Guantanamo, he was kept in solitary confinement for long periods and he was severely 
tortured. Moreover, he lost sight in one eye after a brutal assault by a guard. He reported that his family 
knew his whereabouts only when he arrived at Guantanamo. 
Judicial proceedings 
He was brought before the Combatant Status Review Tribunal when detained at Guantanamo. 
Date of release 
Released in December 2007. No compensation was granted. 
Additional information 
Together with seven former Guantanamo detainees he brought a civil compensation case against the UK 
Government. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 9 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Khaled El-Masri* 
Nationality/country of origin German (Lebanese origin) 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
31 December 2003 
Location of initial detention 
The border of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) 
Grounds of initial detention  
Initially detained on suspicion of traveling on a false passport.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Initially detained by FYROM border officials. Then transferred to FYROM officials in Skopje. He was 
detained in the custody of officials of the United States of America, including CIA. He was visited by 
Afghani persons and a German Bundeskriminalamt (BKA) officer during his detention at the CIA-run 
detention facility in Afghanistan.  
Total period of detention 
Approximately 5 months (31 December 2003 to 28 May 2004) 
Duration of secret detention  
Entire period of detention, approximately 5 months.  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
1. Initially detained at the FYROM border.  
2. Transferred to Skopski Merak hotel, Skopje, where he was detained for approximately three weeks.  
3. Transferred to an unknown location and forcibly placed on a plane.  
4. Transferred by plane to Afghanistan, and taken to United States of America’s CIA-run detention 

facility, known as the “Salt Pit”, where he remained for approximately 4 months.  
5. Transferred by plane and released in Albania.  
Conditions and treatment  
Detention at the Skopje hotel: he was interrogated in English despite the fact that he knew little English. 
His request to call the German Embassy, a lawyer and his family were refused. He was offered a deal - to 
confess to being a member of Al-Qaida and in return he would be released to return to Germany; he 
refused and undertook a hunger strike. He was instructed to make a statement for a video recording to the 
effect that he was being treated well and would be shortly returned to Germany.  
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Transfer to Afghanistan: he was escorted from the hotel in a vehicle, handcuffed and blindfolded and led 
into a room where he was grabbed by two persons, his arms bent backwards and beaten from all sides. His 
clothes were sliced off, he was thrown on the ground, and he was sodomized. His feet were bound, his 
blindfold was removed and he believes he was photographed. He was then dressed in a diaper and a sports 
suit, blindfolded again, his ears were plugged with cotton, and headphones were placed over his ears. A 
bag was placed over his head, and a belt around his waist, and he was forcibly placed into an airplane, 
with his arms and legs spread-eagled and secured to the sides. He was forcibly injected twice during the 
flight.  
Detention at the “Salt Pit” facility, Afghanistan: upon arrival at the facility, he was beaten and kicked, and 
detained in a small cell with walls covered in crude Arabic, Urdu and Farsi writing. He was interrogated 
on three or four occasions, each time during the night. On one occasion, he was forced to strip naked, 
photographed, and blood and urine samples were taken from him. He subsequently began a hunger strike; 
an American director demanded that he end the strike and said that although they knew he was innocent, 
the detainee could not be released without higher authorization. He was visited by some Afghani persons 
urging him to end the strike. He was refused medical treatment, and after 37 days of the hunger strike, he 
was forcibly fed through a tube in his nose, causing him to fall extremely ill. He was spoken to by a 
German BKA officer and the American prison director assuring him he would be released.  
Transfer out of Afghanistan: he was handcuffed, shackled and blindfolded and placed into a jeep and 
driven to a place where his suitcase was returned to him and he was given two t-shirts. He was then 
blindfolded again, had earplugs and headphones placed on him and driven to an airplane. He was chained 
to the seat of the plane during the flight.  
Release in Albania: he was driven through some mountains and roads in an unknown location, and when 
he was released, his blindfold and handcuffs were removed, he was given his belongings including 
passport and instructed to walk down a path without turning back. He subsequently encountered three 
armed men and discovered he was in Albania. He was put on a flight to Germany. 
Judicial proceedings 
He was never formally charged or brought before any judicial proceedings.  
Date of release 
28 May 2004. No reparations or any redress upon release.  
Additional Information 
When he returned to Germany, he discovered that his family had returned to Lebanon, believing that he 
had abandoned them.  
He suffers severe emotional and psychological distress following his detention experience. He experiences 
pronounced difficultly concentrating, sleep disruption and irritability.  

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee’s legal representatives Mr. Steven 
Watt and Mr. Manfred Gnjidic and other credible sources.  

Case 10 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Mohamed Ezzoueck* 
Nationality/country of origin British / UK 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
20 January 2007 
Location of the detention 
Kiunga village, Kenya, near the border with Somalia. 
Grounds of initial detention 
Not formally charged, never brought before a judge. Grounds of arrest: the Kenyan soldiers who arrested 
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him told him they knew that he and the group of people with him were Al-Qaida members as they had 
seen them on TV. Moreover, during interrogations, he was accused of having links with terrorists. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
In Kenya: Kenyan military, intelligence, anti-terrorism, and other law enforcement officers; UK Security 
Services officers (MI5); FBI officers. 
Transfer to Somalia: Kenyan intelligence officers. 
In Somalia: Somali military officers. 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Military police station located near Kiunga, Kenya (20 to 21 January 2007) 
2. 3 different police stations, all located in Nairobi, Kenya (21 January - approximately 6 February 

2007) 
3. Army base in Baidoa, Somalia (approximately 6 - 10 February 2007)  

Total period of detention 
Approximately three weeks (20 January - 10 February 2007) 
Duration of secret detention 
Entire period of detention 
Conditions and treatment during secret detention  
- Military police station located near Kiunga, Kenya: Detained one night. He was interrogated by around 7 
or 8 people in civilian clothes and threatened to be handed to the Ethiopians or the Somali militia. 
- Transfer to Kenya (by helicopter and jet): Blindfolded and handcuffed. Soldiers told Mr. Ezzoueck that 
he was going to be executed. 
- 3 Police stations in Nairobi, Kenya: In the first police station, he was detained with another 5 detainees 
in a cell of about 4x3 feet with no light, which became very cold at night. The cell was dirty, they were not 
allowed to clean it, and they had to use a bucket as a toilet. The first days he was interrogated in the same 
building by a Kenyan Army Major and Kenyan Intelligence Service officers about his life, the Nairobi 
bombings and his links with terrorist organizations. In the second police station, he was interrogated by 
people who identified themselves as FBI officers about his links with Al-Qaida and other terrorist groups. 
During this period, he was taken several times to a central hotel where he was interrogated by people, who 
identified themselves as UK Security Services officers, about his links to terrorist attacks or terrorist 
groups. The third police station was located at the Nairobi airport and he stayed there for a few days. 
During this last period, he was not interrogated and he was told that he was being sent back to London. 
Moreover, Mr. Ezzoueck was told that British officers from the Consulate tried to see him at this place, 
but they were told that Mr. Ezzoueck was being detained at another police station. 
- Transfer to Somalia: Blindfolded and handcuffed. 
- Army base in Baidoa, Somalia: Placed with 13 other detainees in a dirty underground cell with no light 
and with bottles to be used as toilettes. He remained there for a few days always handcuffed. At this place, 
he was not interrogated nor ill-treated. He could see Somali and Ethiopian military officers through a hole 
on the wall. At this place, he was approached by an official of the British Consulate who told Mr. 
Ezzoueck that he had been trying to find him for a few days and that Mr. Ezzoueck was flying back to 
London via Nairobi.  
- Transfer to London (with change of plane in Nairobi): The first part of the trip he was blindfolded and 
handcuffed by request of Somali officials going in the plane. The official of the UK Consulate also took 
the first flight. In the flight Nairobi-London he was not handcuffed nor blindfolded and he was well 
treated by UK military officers. 
- London: Upon arrival at Heathrow airport, he was taken by people, who identified themselves as 
Scotland Yard officers, to the airport police station. There, he was interrogated under the Terrorist Act 
2000 Schedule 7 and detained for about nine hours before being allowed to return home. 
Judicial proceedings 
He was never charged nor brought before any judicial proceedings. 
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Date of release 
He was released on about 10 February 2007.  

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 11 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Aissa Hamoudi*  
Nationality/country of origin Algeria and Switzerland 
Gender Male  

Date of initial detention 
18 November 2007 
Location of the initial detention 
Tripoli, Libya  
Grounds of initial detention  
Unknown.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Libyan Police and Interior Services 
Total period of detention 
Approximately 3 ½ months 
Duration of secret detention  
Approximately 3 ½ months 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
He was detained in a police station for four hours and then transferred to another police station overnight. 
He was transferred to the custody of the Interior Services and detained in a prison where he remained for 
three months. Although this prison was publically known, his detention was kept secret. He was 
subsequently transferred to the “Passports Prison” (which houses up to 4000 prisoners, many foreigners) 
of the Exterior Services for ten days.  
Conditions and treatment  
At the prison of the Interior Services he was interrogated while blindfolded on a weekly or fortnightly 
basis. During the last month at the Interior Services’ prison, he was left in a cell without bathroom or 
water. He was beaten once when he tried to undertake a hunger strike. In the “Passports Prison” he 
experienced terrible sanitary conditions. He witnessed the torture of other detainees but was not 
interrogated nor tortured himself. 
Judicial Proceedings 
He was never formally charged with any offence. 
Date of release 
End of February 2008.  

Additional Information 

The Libyan authorities never acknowledged his detention nor provided any information about him. His 
family repeatedly contacted Swiss and Algerian Departments of Foreign Affairs to try and locate him. His 
family also sent letters to President Bouteflika of Algeria asking the Government to intervene. A 
representative of the Consulate of Algeria in Tripoli did visit the prison to clarify the number of Algerian 
nationals held in the prison and when this official learned of his detention he initiated steps which may 
have led to his subsequent release. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  



A/HRC/13/42 

GE.10-11038 184 

Case 12 - Biographic details 
Name  Mrs. Maryam Kallis* 
Nationality/country of origin United Kingdom/Pakistan 
Gender Female  

Detention 
Date of the initial detention  
15 March 2009 
Location of the initial detention 
Damascus, Syria 
Grounds of detention  
No charges were ever brought against her. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Believed to be the Mukhabarat, the intelligence services of the Syrian Arab Republic.  
Site(s) held in detention, including sites of possible transit 
Basement in a private complex in Baab-Tooma, Damascus  
Total period of detention 
Approximately 3 months (15 March to 7 June 2009) 
Duration of secret detention 
Same period as above 
Conditions and treatment  
Mrs. Kallis was interrogated for approximately two hours by men, after she had a body search by a 
woman. She was then taken back to her apartment blindfolded and handcuffed. That evening, she was 
taken back to the basement and kept in incommunicado detention until 7 June. Upon arrival at the 
basement, she was placed in a large cell on her own for four days. She was later transferred to another cell, 
which she shared with a woman and her baby for 25 days. She was then taken to a smaller cell, where she 
remained on her own, except for two days when she shared the cell with another woman. She was not 
allowed to communicate with other detainees and could only speak to the guards when she needed to use 
the toilet. She was not allowed to go outside. She suffered from mental torture and witnessed scenes of 
torture where men were beaten with electric shocks. 
Date of release 
7 June 2009. 
Additional information 
Mrs. Kallis twice briefly met with representatives of the British consulate at another location. The British 
authorities indicated to her family that they could not disclose the place of detention because they had an 
agreement with Syria not to disclose it and because the family could put her life at risk if they went there. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 13 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Azhar Khan* 
Nationality/country of origin United Kingdom 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of the initial detention  
9 July 2008 
Location of the initial detention 
Cairo, Egypt 
Grounds of detention 
No charges were ever brought against him. 
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The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Egyptian intelligence officers 
Site(s) held in detention, including sites of possible transit 
Cairo Airport and a former prison in Egypt. 

Total period of detention 
Approximately one week (9 July to 15 July 2008) 
Duration of secret detention 
Same as above 
Conditions and treatment  
He was detained at the airport in Cairo and taken to a small room with approximately 16 other people who 
were not allowed to communicate with each other. There were three uniformed guards present. Two 
Egyptian intelligence officers in civilian clothes later took him to an office, where he was asked where he 
was from and sent back to the first room. He was not allowed to eat or go to the toilet for two days. 
On the evening of 10 July, he was handcuffed, hooded and taken away at gun-point by two guards. He was 
taken to an old prison in Egypt, where he was interrogated in English and Arabic. He could hear people 
screaming and was told that his name would be number two. Many other people were also kept there, 
lying on the floor, hooded and handcuffed. The place was guarded by officers in civilian clothes and 
monitored by video cameras. The interrogations took place in a separate area. 
While waiting for his interrogation, he was put in stress positions while short electroshocks were inflicted 
on his ribs and back. During the first two interrogations, an English speaking-interrogator asked questions 
relating to the United Kingdom, including his previous arrest and his personal life. He was held in this 
prison for five days, handcuffed and hooded. He could hear other people being tortured, but could not 
communicate with anyone. On the fifth day, he was taken away in a jeep, transferred to another jeep, and 
finally taken to a police station. Upon arrival at the police station, a woman from the British Embassy 
informed him to leave the country within 24 hours. His personal belongings were then given back to him. 
During the time he spent in detention in Egypt, his family was unaware of his whereabouts and the 
Egyptian authorities at the airport affirmed that he had left the airport. 
Judicial Proceedings 
He has not initiated any litigation. 
Date of release 
15 July 2008.  
Additional information 
Mr. Khan was arrested in 2004 for his relations with people accused of committing terrorist acts, but he 
was later released. After his release, British intelligence officers (MI5) tried to convince him to work for 
them, but he never accepted the offers. 
Upon his arrival in London following his release, MI5 officers were waiting for him. He was not 
interrogated and simply asked if everything was fine. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 14 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Murat Kurnaz*  
Nationality/country of origin Turkey. Resident of Germany at the time of arrest.  
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
December 2001  
Location of the detention 
Pakistani police checkpoints, Peshawar, Pakistan. 
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Grounds of initial detention 
No basis disclosed for initial detention. 
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Initially detained by Pakistani police officers.  
While in detention, he was under the custody of both Pakistani police officers and United States officers.  
He was then transferred into the custody of the United States at the US airbase in Kandahar.  
Total period of detention 
Approximately 4 years and 9 months (late November or early December 2001 to 24 August 2006) 
Duration of secret detention  
It appears that his family was not informed of his whereabouts for 6 months to May 2002.  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Initially detained overnight at a Pakistani police station  
2. Transferred to another unknown location for interrogation in Peshawar, Pakistan  
3. Transferred to a villa in the city centre of Peshawar which was run by United States’ authorities 

but guarded by Pakistani police officers  
4. Transferred to another detention facility located underground, in Peshawar, Pakistan  
5. Transferred by plane to Afghanistan and handed over to the custody of the United States of 

America at the US airbase in Kandahar, Afghanistan  
6. Transferred to Guantanamo Bay naval base  

Conditions and treatment  
At the villa, detention centre in Peshawar, Pakistan: he was detained in a villa for two weeks, held in 
isolation, usually handcuffed and shackled around his feet. He was blindfolded when taken outside, and 
regularly beaten. He was regularly interrogated, including questions about his connection with “the war”.  
At the next detention centre in Peshawar, Pakistan: this was an underground facility, and he was 
interrogated on one occasion by Americans.  
Transfer to Kandahar: - he was taken to a police station and searched, shackled to the ground and then 
transferred to a former military airport and, along with between 20 and 30 other detainees, transferred by 
plane to Kandahar. He was regularly beaten during the flight.  
At Kandahar airbase - he was left outside for periods and exposed to extremely cold temperatures, mostly 
isolated from other detainees. US army officers tied him with chains around hands and feet, and hung him 
from the ceiling hangar for five days to obtain a confession of involvement with Al-Qaida and the 
Taliban. He was regularly inspected by a medical doctor who certified that the treatment could continue. 
He was allowed to meet with an ICRC delegate, who came to Kandahar airbase once or twice a year, but 
only briefly, never in private and Murat Kurnaz was once beaten for trying to send a postcard through the 
ICRC to his mother. Already in December 2001 he was registered by the ICRC, which, however, did not 
inform his mother or anyone else about his whereabouts.  
At Guantanamo Bay detention facility - he was frequently placed in a room with very cold conditions. He 
was informed by an interrogator, whom he believed to be an FBI officer, “We have paid $3 000 for you”.  
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged or brought before any judicial proceedings.  
Date of release 
24 August 2006. 
Additional information  
His family did not learn that he was in US custody until January 2002, from the local German police, and 
did not learn of his location of detention until May 2002.  

*  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  
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Case 15 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Mohammed Saad Iqbal Madni* 
Nationality/country of origin Pakistani / Pakistan 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
9 January 2002 
Location of the detention 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Grounds of initial detention 
He was detained for his alleged link to a person considered a terrorist. Moreover, during his time in 
detention, he was interrogated several times about his alleged links with terrorist acts and organizations. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Jakarta, Indonesia: Indonesian police and immigration officers; Egyptian Intelligence officers. 
Cairo, Egypt: Egyptian Intelligence officers, US military officials.  
Bagram Airbase: US officials. 
Guantanamo Bay: US officials; UK and Indonesian officials (present at interrogations). 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Jakarta, Indonesia (9 to 10 January 2002) 
2. Diego Garcia Island, British Overseas Territory in the Indian Ocean (stopover of around 30 

minutes sometime between 10 and 11 January 2002) 
3. Cairo, Egypt (11 January 2002 to beginning April 2002) 
4. Bagram Airbase, Afghanistan (Beginning April 2002 to 22 March 2003) 
5. Guantanamo Bay,(23 March 2003 to 31 August 2008) 

Total period of detention 
Approximately 6 years and 8 months (9 January 2002 to around 31 August 2008) 
Duration of secret detention 
Approximately the first 5 months (around May 2002, he was visited by the ICRC at Bagram Airbase) 
Conditions and treatment during secret detention  
- Jakarta, Indonesia: Detained one day at a police station. 
- Transfer to Cairo, Egypt, (with stopover for refueling at Diego Garcia Island): Mr. Madni was placed 
into an open coffin-shaped box covered with a plastic sheet, hooded, handcuffed, and bound with plastic 
and shackled so tightly that he could not move. During the stopover at Diego Garcia, he was unshackled, 
un-cuffed and allowed to urinate in a bottle, but never left the plane. Moreover, he was photographed by 
people who boarded the plane only for a short time. 
- Cairo, Egypt: Mr. Madni was detained at an Egyptian Intelligence office in an underground cell which 
was completely dark and smaller than a “grave”. Upon arrival at the building, he was examined by a 
doctor but not treated from the bleeding on his nose, ears, mouth and in his urine. During this period, he 
was interrogated three times, around 15 hours on each occasion, by Egyptian officers (there were also 
other men at the interrogations - allegedly American military officers - who did not speak and passed 
notes with questions to the Egyptians) about, inter alia, his links with Osama Bin Laden and terrorist 
attacks. Moreover, he was subjected to ill-treatment: he received electroshocks to his head and knees, he 
was given drinks with drugs, and he was denied medicine for the bleeding. On several occasions he was 
hung from metal hooks and beaten. Before being transferred, he was forced to sign a statement saying that 
he had not been subjected to torture. 
- Transfer to Bagram Airbase, Afghanistan (with stopover in another country, most probably Uzbekistan): 
his mouth was taped and he was shackled in a fetal position. During the flight, American soldiers applied 
electroshocks and beat him. 
- Bagram Airbase, Afghanistan: During this period, he was kept around six months in isolation and 
subjected to torture. At first he was hidden from the ICRC. However, after around one month, ICRC 
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representatives came across him by chance and only then his family learned where he was being held.  
- Guantanamo Bay: During six months, he was subjected to a regime of sleep deprivation and frequently 
moved from one cell to another, which was called the “frequent flyer program.” He was interrogated 
several times by several people, including Americans, British and Indonesians. He was questioned about 
links with Al-Qaida and whether he knew of any plans for future terrorist acts. Mr. Madni was further told 
that, if he cooperated, he would be given medical assistance. 
Judicial proceedings: 
He was brought before the United States of America Combatant Status Review Tribunal. 
Date of release 
On 31 August 2008, he was taken to a plane where he remained shackled and not allowed to visit the 
bathroom. After several hours, the plane landed and he was transferred to another plane which took him to 
Islamabad, Pakistan. Upon arrival, he was taken to a hospital where he remained for three weeks before 
reuniting with his family.  
Additional information 
- Although released without charges, Mr. Madni did not receive any compensation. 
- Judicial proceedings were initiated by Mr. Madni’s lawyers after he arrived in Guantanamo.  
- Mr. Madni lost his job and his health severely deteriorated. Currently, he does not have sufficient 
financial means to pay for necessary medication. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources.  

Case 16 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Bashir Makhtal *  
Nationality/country of origin Canadian (born in Ethiopia) 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
30 December 2006 
Location of initial detention 
Border of Kenya/Somalia 
Grounds of initial detention 
Not known. 
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
At border of Kenya/Somalia - detained by intelligence authorities  
In Kenya - law enforcement officials 
In Somalia - law enforcement/security officials 
In Ethiopia -law enforcement/security officials 
Total period of detention 
Over 2 ½ years (30 December 2006 to 27 July 2009 held in detention). Since 27 July 2009 serving a life 
sentence in a jail in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Duration of secret detention  
6- 7 months (30 December 2006 to July 2007) 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. On 30 December 2006 detained at a police detention centre at Kenya/Somalia border. 
2. Transferred by car to a prison cell in Gigiri police station, Nairobi, Kenya (date of transfer 

unknown) 
3. On 21 January 2007, Kenyan authorities put him on an African Express Airways plane under 

heavy armed guard by Kenyan police officers (with about 100 persons onboard) and the plane 
landed in Mogadishu, Somalia. 

4. On 22 January 2007, he was transferred by an Ethiopian military plane to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
He now knows he was held at Mekalawi Federal Prison.  
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Conditions and treatment  
In Mekalawi Federal Prison: He had no access to a lawyer and no access to Canadian officials. He was 
held in incommunicado detention and was barred from reviewing the grounds of his detention. Canadian 
officials came to the jail,but authorities denied his presence there. He complained about being cold and 
being held in isolation for a long time. He said he gave a forced confession as he was under a death threat 
(a gun was put to his head). Only on 18 July 2008, did Mr. Makhtal receive his first consular visit from 
Canadian authorities. On 1 February 2009, Mr. Makhtal was allowed to meet with family members for the 
first time since his initial detention in Kenya.  
Judicial proceedings 
He was initially brought before a military tribunal which declared him an unlawful combatant. He had no 
access to counsel during this time. Formal charges were filed after July 2008. On 22 January 2009, his 
case was transferred to a civilian court. He was tried before the High Court of Ethiopia, and finally gained 
access to a lawyer. The Canadian authorities and NGOs monitored the trial and reported procedural 
irregularities that amounted to an unfair trial. Mr. Makhtal was unable to meet regularly with his lawyer 
and prohibited from meeting in private. He and his lawyer were not sufficiently advised about the charges 
as the case was partially disclosed at the last minute. His lawyer was not permitted to cross-examine 
prosecution’s witnesses or call any in his client’s defence. On 27 July 2009, Mr. Makhtal was convicted on 
terrorism related charges - inciting rebellion by aiding and abetting the Ogaden National Liberation Front 
(ONLF), an armed opposition group in the Somali region of Ethiopia; being a senior member of the 
ONLF; and involvement in training of ONLF members. On 3 August 2009, he was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. He has appealed his conviction and sentence.  
Date of release 
Not applicable, he was in prison at time of the interview. 
Additional Information 
 His relatives were also arrested and detained for some period of time. His wife was not permitted to visit 
or have direct access to her husband until the trial commenced. 

 *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee’s legal representative, Mr. Lorne 
Waldman, and other credible sources. 

Case 17 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Raymond Manalo* 
Nationality/country of origin Philippines 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
14 February 2006 
Location of the detention 
Abducted from his home in Buhol na Mangga, San Ildefonso, Bulacan, The Philippines 
Grounds of initial detention  
He was never brought before a judge or otherwise formally notified of the reasons for his detention. The 
interrogations he was subjected to, however, made it clear that he was accused of being a member of the 
New People’s Army (NPA), an insurgent group listed as terrorist organization by some Governments. 
The authority(ies) involved in the detention 
 The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) personnel with assistance of CAFGU (Citizens Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit) auxiliaries. 
Total period of detention 
18 months (from 14 February 2006 until 13 August 2007) 
Duration of secret detention 
Entire period of detention 
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Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
1. Fort Magsaysay, the Headquarters of the AFP 7th Infantry Division; 
2. a safe-house in San Ildefonso; 
3. a safe-house in Sapang; 
4. Camp Tecson, the Headquarters of the AFP Scout Rangers; 
5. AFP 24th Infantry Battalion detachment in Limay, Bataan; 
6. a safe-house in Zambales; 
7. a safe-house in Pangasinan. 

He escaped from the last place of detention. 
Conditions and treatment  
Interrogation: During the initial stages of his secret detention he was repeatedly interrogated about his 
alleged affiliation with the NPA by military personnel, including senior officers (he has identified some of 
them by name in the domestic judicial proceedings, see below). He was tortured during his interrogations. 
Torture: He says he was regularly subjected to torture and other ill-treatment by his captors in several of 
the places of secret detention he was held at. He described that he was hit in all parts of his body. For 
instance, he was beaten in the buttocks and in the back with wood. He was beaten with metal chains and 
with a handgun butt, leaving him a still visible scar on his left eye brow. Water was poured into his nose 
to give him a sense of drowning. His back was burned with a searing hot metal can. His own urine was 
poured into his mouth and nose. He was doused with gasoline and threatened that he will be burnt alive. 
Both of his forearms were hammered with a metal hammer twice in one week, leaving him for a long time 
incapable of the menial work he was required to do for his captors. In Fort Magsaysay he received 
medical treatment for the injuries caused by torture. He cannot tell whether those treating him were 
military or civilian medics, as they did not introduce themselves and bore no name tags. The Supreme 
Court of the Philippines has found these torture allegations to be credible (see below). 
He also witnessed the torture of his brother Reynaldo, secretly detained together with him, and was told 
by a female co-detainee of the torture and rape she underwent at the hands of the soldiers. 
Food: During some parts of the secret detention, for instance in Fort Magsaysay, he was fed only at night, 
usually with left-over and rotten food.  
Forced work: He and other persons secretly detained with him were forced to carry out work for their 
military captors, such as raising live-stock, washing and cooking. 
Judicial proceedings 
No judicial proceedings were initiated by the authorities against him. During his secret detention, the 
parents of Raymond Manalo initiated habeas corpus proceedings before the Supreme Court of the 
Philippines. The AFP denied that Raymond Manalo was in their custody. In June 2006, AFP personnel 
took Raymond Manalo to his parents’ home during one night to dissuade them from pursuing the habeas 
corpus proceedings. Before that meeting, a senior military commander, Maj.Gen. Jovito Palparan, told 
him that he and his brother Reynaldo would be kept alive if their family stopped taking part in the habeas 
corpus proceedings, stopped talking to human rights groups, particularly Karapatan, and stopped taking 
part in rallies. If the family failed to comply with these instructions, he and Reynaldo Manalo could be 
killed any time. 
In its decision of 7 October 2008 (see below), the Supreme Court of the Philippines states that “ [a]part 
from the failure of the military elements to provide protection to respondents by themselves perpetrating 
the abduction, detention, and torture, they also miserably failed in conducting an effective investigation of 
the respondents’ abduction” when a habeas corpus petition was filed on behalf of Raymond and Reynaldo 
Manalo. 
Date of release 
On 13 August 2007, Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo escaped from detention. Following their escape, 
they petitioned the judiciary seeking a writ of amparo ordering the AFP to desist from further attempts 
against their liberty and security, as well as ordering disclosure of certain information, such as the current 
whereabouts of some of the military officers involved in their abduction and detention and details of the 
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drugs administered to them while in detention. The Court of Appeals accepted the facts as presented by 
petitioners, rejecting all the denials of the AFP, and granted the writ as requested. In its decision of 7 
October 2008, the Supreme Court upheld the Court of Appeals decision against the challenge brought by 
the Government and the AFP. The Manalo case is the first case in which the writ of amparo, a remedy 
recently created by the Supreme Court of the Philippines to protect persons at risk of disappearance or 
extrajudicial execution, was granted.  
Raymond Manalo stated that he was not interested in monetary compensation, as money could not 
compensate him for what he had gone through. The reparation he seeks is that those most responsible for 
his suffering be prosecuted and punished. He specifically identified some of the military officers allegedly 
responsible, both at the command level and among those materially in charge of his capture and much of 
his detention. According to the information available, no investigation or prosecution of the military 
personnel identified by Raymond Manalo is taking place. 
Additional information 
With regard to the credibility of Raymond Manalo’s testimony, in its decision of 7 October 2008, the 
Supreme Court of the Philippines states: “After careful perusal of the evidence presented, we affirm the 
findings of the Court of Appeals that respondents [Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo] were abducted from 
their houses in Sito Muzon, Brgy. Buhol na Mangga, San Ildefonso, Bulacan on February 14, 2006 and 
were continuously detained until they escaped on August 13, 2007. The abduction, detention, torture, and 
escape of the respondents were narrated by respondent Raymond Manalo in a clear and convincing 
manner.” 
The Supreme Court specifically upheld the following factual findings of the Court of Appeals:  
“… the abduction was perpetrated by armed men who were sufficiently identified by [Raymond and 
Reynaldo Manalo] to be military personnel and CAFGU auxiliaries.” 
“… the reason for the abduction was the suspicion that [Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo] were either 
members or sympathizers of the NPA”. 
“Gen. Palparan’s participation in the abduction was also established.” 
Of great importance to the link between secret detention and other human rights violations, the Supreme 
Court stresses the threat to the life of Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo resulting from their secret 
detention: “It should be stressed that they are now free from captivity not because they were released by 
virtue of a lawful order or voluntarily freed by their abductors [but because they managed to escape]. It 
ought to be recalled that towards the end of their ordeal, sometime in June 2007 when respondents 
[Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo] were detained in a camp in Limay, Bataan, respondents’ captors even 
told them that they were still deciding whether they should be executed. […] The possibility of 
respondents being executed stared them in the eye while they were in detention.” The Supreme Court 
further stresses that other persons secretly detained together with the Manalo brothers remain disappeared. 

 *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources 

Case 18 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. Binyam Mohamed* 
Nationality/country of origin Ethiopian. Resident of the United Kingdom.  
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
10 April 2002 
Location of initial detention 
Karachi airport, Pakistan (en route from Afghanistan to London) 
Grounds of initial detention 
Initially arrested on the grounds of travelling on an invalid passport. 
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The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
In Pakistan - Pakistani immigration officers, Pakistani prison officers and Pakistani Intelligence officers, 
French officers, United States’ FBI officers, and a UK MI6 agent. 
In Islamabad - he was transferred into the custody of United States officers.  
In Morocco - Moroccan and US officials, and a Canadian interrogator.  
In Kabul - Afghani officers and United States officials, including CIA officers. 
At Bagram airbase and Guantanamo Bay -United States officials and soldiers.  
Total period of detention 
Approximately 6 years and 10 months (10 April 2002 to 23 February 2009) 
Duration of secret detention  
It appears that after approximately 20 months, his family finally knew of his whereabouts in June 2004 
(10 April 2002 to June 2004).  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Initially detained at Karachi airport, then transferred to Landi prison, Karachi, Pakistan where he 
was detained for 7 days.  

2. Transferred to an interrogation centre of the Pakistani Intelligence service in Karachi, Pakistan for 
two months.  

3. Transferred by plane to a military airport in Islamabad, and then transferred by United States 
military plane to Salat airport, near Rabat, Morocco.  

4. Detained in three separate unknown detention centres in Morocco over 18 months: the first was a 
detention centre run by US officials, for approximately three weeks. He was then transferred to 
another two unknown Moroccan facilities.  

5. Transferred by plane to Kabul, Afghanistan and then taken to the “prison of darkness” - a 
United States CIA-run facility outside of Kabul - where he remained for four months.  

6. He was then transferred by helicopter to the United States’ Bagram airbase, Afghanistan where he 
remained for four months.  

7. He was then transferred to the United States’ detention facility at Guantanamo Bay for 
approximately 4 years and 5 months. 

Conditions and treatment  
At the Pakistani Intelligence detention facility in Karachi: he was deprived of sleep and food; beaten with 
a leather strap by French officers following an explosion in Karachi killing 12 French persons; beaten by 
Pakistani officers; and interrogated by American interrogators.  
Transfer from Karachi to Islamabad - under guard supervision, he was taken handcuffed and blindfolded 
to a military airport in Islamabad. In US custody, he was stripped naked, photographed, anally penetrated, 
shackled, hooded with goggles and earphones were inserted. He was then put into a US military plane to 
Sala airport.  
At the Morocco detention facilities:  
At the first facility - he was interrogated numerous times by Moroccan officials concerning his contacts in 
the United Kingdom and shown pictures of suspected Al-Qaida members. He was interrogated by a 
woman believed to be a Canadian, who threatened that he would be tortured by Americans, including 
electrocution, beatings and rape by Americans. He was handcuffed and beaten by men in masks.  
At the second facility - his ankles were shackled and tied with a rope to the wall. Over several days, 
beaten by a group of men, after failing to give information demanded, then left hanging for an hour, and 
then beaten again. Over several months a process was repeated where he was tied to a wall, stripped 
naked, and cut over his body with a scalpel and a salt solution was poured into his wounds.  
At the third facility - he was handcuffed and earphones were forcibly placed onto him, and he was made to 
listen to music continually day and night. He was exposed to cold and unsanitary conditions and loud 
volume from pornographic movies being played whenever he tried to pray; he had his food laced with drugs, 
and when he undertook a hunger strike to protest against this, he was strapped onto a mattress and forcibly 
injected with drugs. He was photographed naked, showing his injuries from the scalpel cuts to his body. 
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Transfer to Kabul - he was placed into a location where he was chained to the floor with a strap across his 
chest, with goggles and earmuffs and a bag over his head.  
At the Kabul detention facility (the “prison of darkness”) - he was chained to the floor in his cell, on one 
occasion for ten days as punishment; held in darkness most of the time; given a bucket to be used as a 
toilet; exposed to loud music and recorded sounds such as ghost laughter, constantly. He was interrogated 
almost daily by CIA officers in face masks, where he was threatened with torture and shown pictures of a 
person whom he did not know.  
Transfer to Bagram by helicopter - he was lifted painfully by his arms, blindfolded and had headphones 
placed on him.  
At Bagram airbase - forced to shower in groups, and soldiers discussed openly which of the prisoners 
would be worth penetrating. Although he was allowed visits by the ICRC, the letter he gave to the ICRC 
was confiscated by the US. He was not allowed to pray. He was subjected to one 12 hour and subsequent 
6 hour interrogations, during which he was chained, and denied access to food, water or the bathroom. He 
was forced to write a confession.  
At Guantanamo Bay - he was allowed to send letters. He was kept in unsanitary conditions with no natural 
light, and only allowed outside at night time; kept in stress positions and in overcrowded cells. During his 
period at Guantanamo Bay, he was held incommunicado (where he was denied access to a lawyer, the 
ICRC, and not permitted to speak with the guards) for several months at a time, on various occasions.  
Judicial proceedings 
He was never charged nor brought before any judicial proceedings until his arrival at Guantanamo Bay. 
While detained at the US detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, he was eventually charged with 
conspiracy and brought before a United States military commission; after the case was halted, new 
charges were filed but ultimately dropped.  
Date of release 
23 February 2009.  
Additional Information 
His family appear to have been told that he was in the custody of Pakistani authorities shortly after his 
initial detention, but his family were not informed of his location of detention until he was in Bagram 
airbase, in approximately July 2004. 

*  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources. 

Case 19 - Biographic details 
Name  Mr. Abu Omar* **  
Nationality/country of origin British / Born in Lebanon 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
Mid-March 2009 
Location of the detention 
A friend’s house located in Nairobi, Kenya 
Grounds of initial detention 
Not formally charged, never brought before a judge. However, during interrogations, he was accused of 
being an Al-Qaida member and of being in Kenya to commit a terrorist attack. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest/detention 
Kenyan anti-terrorism and other law enforcement officials. 
Total period of detention 
Approximately 4 days  
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Duration of secret detention 
Almost the entire period of detention (his sister was only informed by UK Consulate officials just before 
he was transferred to London) 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Two police stations in Nairobi, Kenya (two days, one day in each) 
2. Military barrack located in Nairobi outskirts, Kenya (only the second night)  
3. House allegedly belonging to the Intelligence Service of Kenya (one day) 
4. Police station in Nairobi, Kenya (one day) 

Conditions and treatment during secret detention  
- Two police stations located in Nairobi, Kenya: In the first police station, he was placed in a very small 
cell with no lights or pillows and he was not allowed to use the toilet. Abu Omar was told that a woman 
from the Consulate asked for him at this place but she did not have direct contact with him. During these 
two days, he was interrogated by several people about his trip to Kenya, his life in the UK and his links 
with Al-Qaida. Furthermore, he was accused of planning to bomb an Israeli supermarket in Kenya. He 
was denied the presence of a lawyer or officers from the UK Consulate and he was told that in the ‘war on 
terror’, terrorists have no rights. Moreover, he was given no food. 
- Military barrack located in Nairobi outskirts: Placed for one night in a cell described as a cave, very 
dark, dusty and dirty.  
- House allegedly belonging to the Intelligence Service of Kenya: He was interrogated from morning to 
night. During the interrogations, he was threatened. At this place, he was given food that he could not eat 
because it was mixed with cigarette ashes. At night, after the interrogation, he was taken handcuffed in a 
car to the forest. After 3 hours drive, he was taken out of the car into the forest and the officers made 
noises with their guns. However, he was done no harm and later drove to the prison of a police station.  
- Police station in Nairobi: In the morning, he was given breakfast and he was visited by an official of the 
British Consulate. The official asked him whether his family knew where he was arrested and Abu Omar 
replied yes although it was not true. Later, a guard came and asked him how his family knew and Abu 
Omar replied he phoned them right before the detention took place. Abu Omar gave the telephone number 
of his sister to the Consulate official who later called her to inform her about the whereabouts of Abu 
Omar. Later, he was taken to the airport. 
- London: Upon arrival in London, he was interrogated by MI5 officers about, inter alia, his reasons for 
going to Kenya, his stay in Kenya, and whether he was mistreated. Later, he was released but his money 
and shoes were confiscated and he was left alone in the airport. 
Judicial proceedings 
He was never charged nor brought before any judicial proceedings.  
Date of release 
He was released by the end of March 2009 after four 4 days of detention.  
Additional information 
Abu Omar believes that he is being followed and his friends reported having being harassed with 
questions about him. 

   *  Information contained is from an interview with interviewee and other credible sources. 

 **  Alias used at the request of the alleged detainee. 

Case 20 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. A.S.* ** 
Nationality/country of origin Yemen 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
15 August 2007 
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Location of initial detention 
Sana’a district, Yemen 
Grounds of initial detention  
Unknown.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
National Political Security Officers and persons dressed in civilian clothes. 
Total period of detention 
Approximately 9 months (15 August 2007 to 27 May 2008) 
Duration of secret detention  
The first 2 months of detention (15 August 2007 to early October 2007) 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
Prison of the Political Security Body - Intelligence Unit in Sana’a district, Yemen.  
Conditions and treatment  
He was held in solitary confinement for the first three days of detention, during which he was subjected to 
about five interrogation sessions, twice a day, where his hands were bound, he was blindfolded and seated 
in a chair. He was interrogated about a phone number that appeared on his phone and for suspected 
involvement with a wanted person.  
Judicial Proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before a judge.  
Date of release 
27 May 2008. He was released without an apology or compensation. To date, he has not filed a complaint.  
Additional Information 
During his detention, his family endured financial hardship as he is the sole provider. 
As a result of the detention, his family has suffered ongoing problems - his two children who have trouble 
sleeping and bed-wetting. 

  *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

**  Initials used at the request of the interviewee.  

Case 21 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. X.W.* ** 
Nationality/country of origin Sudan 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial arrest 
In May 2008, in the days following the attack on Omdurman by rebels belonging to the Darfurian Justice 
and Equality Movement (JEM)  
Location of initial detention 
Khartoum, Sudan 
Grounds of initial detention  
Believes he was arrested because suspected of ties to JEM members.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Believed to be officers of the Political Bureau of National Intelligence and Security Services, Sudan.  
Total period of detention 
Approximately 4 months  
Duration of secret detention  
Most of the period of detention  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Initially held at the premises of the Political Bureau of Security Services in Bahri, Khartoum.  
2. Transferred to Kober prison, Khartoum, in July 2008. 
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Conditions and treatment  
At the time of arrest, he was blind-folded and beaten, including being stamped on while being put into the 
vehicle transferring him to the detention facility.  
During the first five days of detention at the Political Bureau of Security Services detention facility he was 
interrogated and tortured by six or seven persons, while stripped naked, and handcuffed. He was 
threatened with “methods” to extract a confession, and beaten with stones, wooden clubs and belts to the 
point of fainting, and then revived and tortured again. He was placed in a small room with an air 
conditioning unit with a machine blowing hot steam causing a suffocating atmosphere and pulled out and 
told to confess, and repeatedly returned to room. He was forced to stand naked under the sun for four 
hours on the rooftop. He was denied medical assistance when he requested it. 
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before a judge.  
Date of release 
September 2008. 

  *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  
**  Initials used at the request of the interviewee. Other details that could contribute to his 

identification, including precise dates of detention (which were provided) have been withheld upon his 
request. 

Case 22 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. X.X.* **  
Nationality/country of origin Russian Federation 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
March 2004 
Location of initial detention 
Khasavjurt, Dagestan  
Grounds of initial detention  
Grounds of arrest unknown, but it appears he was arrested on suspicion of involvement with a person 
suspected of killing a Federal Security Service (FSB) officer. The detention and arrest appears to be 
another in a series of previous periods of detention of this individual following his participation in a 
demonstration in 1991.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Two persons dressed in civilian clothes.  
Total period of detention 
One week and three days.  
Duration of secret detention  
First three days of detention.  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 

1. Kirovsky detention facility, operated by the FSB, for three days.  
2. Transferred to a pre-trial detention facility in Bynaksk. No record was made of the initial phase of 

secret detention.  
Conditions and treatment  
During the first three days of detention, interrogated and presented with false accusations to which he 
should confess. During interrogation sessions, handcuffed and seated in a chair. On the final interrogation, 
on the third day at the Kirovsky detention facility, beaten with a wet rug, had a plastic bag placed over his 
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head, and was punched in the stomach. Finally signed a false confession after being threatened with rape.  
Judicial proceedings 
After signing the confession, was formally charged and brought before a judge. 

Date of release 
March 2004. As a result of his false confession, he faced charges in relation to manslaughter. He was 
released after a court hearing. No apology or compensation. To date, he has not filed a complaint.  

  *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  
**  Initials used at the request of the alleged detainee.  

Case 23 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. X.Y.* **  
Nationality/country of origin Russian Federation 
Gender Male  
Detention 
Date of initial detention  
Late 2007 
Location of initial detention 
Dagestan, Chechnya, Russian Federation.  
Grounds of initial detention  
Grounds of arrest unknown, but he appears to have been arrested on suspicion of involvement in the 
killing of members of the armed forces.  
The authority(ies) involved in the detention  
Around 10 persons - some dressed in black uniforms, some dressed in civilian clothes. Some were 
identified as ethnic Russians, and others as members of the GRU (“Glavnoye Razvedyvatel'noye 
Upravleniye” - “   ”), the foreign military intelligence service of 
the armed forces of the Russian Federation. 
Total period of detention 
Approximately 10 days.  
Duration of secret detention  
Entire duration of detention - approximately 10 days.  
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
Detained at a secret facility in Gudermes district, Chechnya, Russian Federation, which is jointly run by 
the FSB (Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation - “Federal'naya sluzhba bezopasnosti 
Rossiyskoy Federatsii” - “     ”), the GRU, and 
the ATC (Anti-Terrorist Centre, Russian Federation). 
Conditions and treatment  
He was interrogated by a group for about 10 days, accused of being a fighter and co-erced in order to 
obtain a confession to the killing of members of the armed forces. He received numerous electric shocks 
through a wire that was wrapped around his fingers, legs and feet while his hands were tied around his 
back. He was beaten with iron bars, and on one occasion, his captors tried to burn him with a blowtorch, 
but when they could not ignite it, burned him with a lighter. He was left without shoes, and made to sleep 
on the concrete floor in extremely cold temperatures. He was never given food and received only one glass 
of water per day.  
Finally, he was brought in a military pick-up truck into a forest in order to be executed if he did not 
confess. He managed to escape in the forest.  
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before judicial proceedings.  
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Date of release 
10 days after initial detention. 

  *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  
**  Initials used at the request of the interviewee. 

Case 24 - Biographic details 
Name of interviewee Mr. X.Z.* ** 
Nationality/country of origin Russian Federation 
Gender Male 
Detention 
Date of initial detention 
10 July 2005 
Location of initial detention 
Dagestan, Chechnya, Russian Federation 
Grounds of initial detention  
Unknown. 
The authority(ies) involved in the arrest  
Three persons dressed in uniform and two persons dressed in civilian clothes 
Total period of detention 
5 days (10 July 2005 to 15 July 2005) 
Duration of secret detention  
5 days (10 July 2005 to 15 July 2005) 
Site(s) of detention, including sites of possible transit 
Unknown. Alleged detainee believes that, after being taken blindfolded into a vehicle, he was driven 
through a Dagestan checkpoint. Remained blindfolded during his detention. 
Conditions and treatment  
He was subjected to interrogation whilst blindfolded and accused of harboring a wounded person who had 
been brought to his house by a friend, two days prior to the his arrest. He was hit with a plank, a club and 
the butt of a gun. A gun was put against his head, and then a shot was fired passing his head. Electrical 
wires were put around him and he was given electric shocks. He became very weak, often losing 
consciousness. The interrogator threatened that he would be taken away, shot and buried. He was taken 
out, blindfolded, driven in a vehicle and deposited in a park in Dagestan. 
Judicial proceedings 
Never formally charged, never brought before a judge.  
Date of release  
15 July 2005. He was released without an apology or compensation. To date, he has not filed a complaint.  

  *  Information contained is from an interview with the interviewee and other credible sources.  

**  Initials used at the request of the interviewee. 

        
  


