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Chapter 31

Fall 1985

Starting to write about my experiences in Europe, I feel the need

for clarification on some points. I telephone Reynitz in September

1985.

“Bitte,” he answers in a soft voice.

“This is Horace Hansen. I would like to see you again in October,

after Oktoberfest, naturally.”

“Fine. I would enjoy seeing you. I presume you will bring Ruth

with you?”

“Yes. We plan to see Vienna this time. We love the Alps, the best

part of Europe, we think. We are planning about a month, and to

spend half that time with you, before and after Vienna.”

“Good. We’ll have the same beer at the Wachau Hotel, if they

have any left.”

——————
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We meet Reynitz as planned—same place, same beer, and much

reminiscing.

“I have read Mein Kampf, about 700 pages of the rambling mess.

What do you think of it?”

“More than a mess, it is insane,” Reynitz answers.

“But the leaders in France, Poland, and Russia should have read it

and taken seriously his warnings of the war to come,” I say.

“You’re right, and did you notice that from beginning to end

it is Jews, Jews, Jews—in international control of finances, control

of the press, control of propaganda, mixed in with treachery of

all kinds?”

“Yes, Jews dominated his thinking from the beginning to the very

end of the war. He was consumed by the subject.”

“Well, that can be the first subject tomorrow morning—if you

don’t forget,” Reynitz concludes.

——————

The next day, we start talking about Hitler and the Jews. I record his

answers, which expand upon the information I have already gathered:

Hitler’s hatred of Jews started, he said, as a young man in Aus-

tria. His hatred grew into a policy of extermination, killing

millions. He started with decrees to drive Jews out of

Germany. He spaced his persecution by harsher decrees in

Germany until Krystalnacht caused great disgust in most Ger-

mans. After that and the billion-mark fine, Hitler kept his

actions secret. The Final Solution, systematic murder of Jews,

started [officially] in 1942 outside Germany, particularly in

Poland and Czechoslovakia.
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Remember that Hitler was fighting two wars—a war of

conquest and a war against the Jews in all of Europe. A war

against Jews made his other war more difficult.

It was a paradox that there were skilled Jews in the man-

agement of the I. G. Farben chemical factories. Without

Farben, Hitler would not have been able to adequately supply

his military forces. The company made synthetic oil, gasoline,

vehicle tires from coal, and other items critical to the opera-

tion of the war machine as well as the lethal and odorless poi-

sonous gas used in the gas chambers at concentration camps,

usually built next to the crematories.

The top executives of Farben were prosecuted at

Nuremberg as war criminals for the use and murder of slave

laborers from foreign countries in the Farben factories. Alfried

Krupp, of the Krupp family-operated armament factories, was

likewise prosecuted.

When the Russians counterattacked from Moscow in De-

cember 1941, it was a great shock to Hitler. From then on the

counterattacks increased in fury. He knew then that the war

was lost. But in January 1942, at the Wannsee Conference

near Berlin, the Final Solution of the Jewish problem was or-

ganized. Hitler licked his lips. He was a mass murderer, and

not only of Jews.

The two happenings were a month apart, and the third—

declaring the war on America that sealed his doom—occurred

four days after Pearl Harbor on December 11, 1941.

But the war on Jews continued unabated until the last. He

said many times at war headquarters: “People will be eternally
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grateful that I have extinguished the Jews in Germany and Eu-

rope.” In saying that, he presented himself as an international-

ist, a benefactor of humanity, and worker for the Lord. Of

course, he was dead wrong. Before Hitler, the Jews in Ger-

many were integrated with society and were good Germans.

They were actually Germans first, and Jews second.

An English writer and historian, David Irving, disputes

Hitler’s part in killing Jews, saying that Himmler did this on

his own. This statement flies in the face of historical facts—

Krystalnacht, the huge fine against Jews, Auschwitz, the

Wannsee Conference, and [Hitler’s own] statement that he

had extinguished the Jews in Europe, to mention but a few.

Himmler was totally dedicated to Hitler and would not

dare to carry out mass killing of Jews in Europe without direct

orders. When the policy became known, it became a lingering

embarrassment in West Germany. Konrad Adenauer became

chancellor when the new government of West Germany was

formed in Bonn in 1949. Adenauer had made several sympa-

thetic speeches and arranged for aid to be given to the strug-

gling new State of Israel.

About the concentration camps:

You realize that these [concentration] camps housed able-

bodied men and women, and some Jews were taken by force

from Hitler’s conquered countries and made to work against

their will. When reminded in a military conference that this

was a violation of the Hague Treaty, Hitler said, in effect,
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“What of the treaty? We win and who will ask?”

Hitler’s lack of concern about what happened to millions

of foreign workers [slave laborers] in these camps is another

example of his nihilist view of the value of man. Remember

that Hitler said, “If a camp is threatened, clear it out.” And

when Albert Speer said, “We don’t have enough trucks.”

Hitler ordered, “Then march everyone out. If that doesn’t

work, kill the prisoners and bury them.” (See pages 322-23.)

When I learned at Dachau in 1945 how the concentration

camps were operated and how it produced armaments and war

materials of all kinds, I was surprised at first. But when I saw

evidence of the whole pattern, not much surprised me any-

more. Hitler and his Nazis followed the principle that the ends

justified the means. This is the principle generally used by to-

tal dictatorships everywhere.

On Hitler’s penchant for secrecy:

If the German civilians knew about mass killings of Jewish

families and the killing of non-Jews in the concentration

camps, many would have protested. Thus, Hitler had to keep

such actions secret. Secrecy was a fixation in Hitler’s mind.

He repeated many times while I was in his military head-

quarters that “No one is to have knowledge of any more than

is absolutely necessary for him to do his job” . . . Even General

Jodl, chief of army operations staff, was surprised to hear

about Buchenwald when American troops were advancing to-

ward it. He didn’t know about concentration camps.
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The Nazis photographed this
series to show the extermina-
tion of prisoners marched from
a work camp in Romania.
Here the prisoners line up,
minus some items of clothing,
in a mass grave they prepared
for themselves.
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After the Romanian prisoners
have been shot, a Nazi officer
tromps across them, instructing
his soldiers to make sure all are
dead.
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On Hitler’s “Nero order” to destroy all industry and communications:

It was not a rational order. It reminded us of the Roman em-

peror Nero, who fiddled while Rome burned, hence the sobri-

quet. Hitler ordered destruction of the means for Germany to

rebuild itself after losing the war simply because it did not de-

serve to survive. He was placing blame for losing the war on

his countrymen. He never blamed any defeat on himself, even

though he was the dictator and sole director of his war.

Finally Reynitz speaks of the Neo-Nazis:

Here in Germany, they are not significant because they have

no Hitler and, of course, there is not a deeply depressed

economy. If those two ingredients come together again, we

could have a repetition. No doubt the Neo-Nazis are operat-

ing in many countries and are spreading hatred. But as I said,

the Neo-Nazis cannot get anywhere on hate alone. In the long

run, education of youth on the truth about Hitlerism is the

best answer for keeping peace and democracy.

What can be done now?

I can only speak of Germany. Here the young people don’t

want to think about the time of Hitler. I think that young and

old, in other countries as well, need to understand the early

signs of a trend toward dictatorship. Only then will people

have a chance to stop the trend.
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Nazism was the worst upheaval in the history of man. It

changed the face of Europe and Asia. Its story must be re-

peated to each generation to keep the memory of its hatred,

mass murders, and nihilism alive. Education is indispensable.

——————

Dr. Ewald Reynitz died on November 9, 1993, shortly after the death

of Karl Thoet.

The last time the author saw
Ewald Reynitz, Munich,1985.
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