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G S O sha rdlgal)
(a) )

(1) The term "economic globalization,” as used in this module, encompasses institutional processes
that deal with trade, investment, finance, intellectual property, structural adjustment and debt
within an ideology of economic liberalization.

(2).1997 ¢iin <1997 ale b siniall cdsatill 53 jlaill 3asiall ad) paige o 5

(3) United Nations Development Program, Human Development Report 1997, (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1997).

(4) 63.8 million people (one in four US residents) live below the poverty line, and there are two mil-
lion homeless people, of whom 500,000 are children. From 1979 to 1994, real family income for
the top tenth of the US population increased by 83 percent, while the bottom tenth lost 14
percent, and the next tenth lost 5 percent (figures taken from the Congressional Hearing on
hunger and homelessness in the US, 23 September 1998).

(5) See, for example, Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, Ninth Prebisch Lecture at UNCTAD, 19 November 1998,
Geneva. Talking of the "Washington Consensus” (on globalization), Stiglitz stated that it had
failed to foster development because it "all too often confused means with ends-taking means
such as privatisation, ‘getting the price right’ and trade liberalization as ends in themselves.” His
alternative development paradigm is, however, disappointing, because it falls short of
recognizing the valuable process already in place in the form of numerous CSO and NGO
initiatives and through the international instruments on human rights, environment and
development. The text of Dr. Stiglitz’s talk is available on the World Bank’s website:
http://www.worldbank.org
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(6) In 1980, foreign exchange trading alone was US$80 billion on average per day, and the ratio of
such trading to world trade was about 10:1. In 1995, daily trading averaged US$1260 billion,
and the ratio to world trade was nearly 70:1. This is equal to the entire world’s official gold and
foreign exchange reserves.

(7) In this module, the term "CSOs” includes community-based organizations, social movements, is-
sue-based campaigns, and NGOs. For clarity, the term "NGO” is sometimes used to connote an
intermediary support organization.

(8) The human rights community was slow to respond to this threat emanating from the OECD. See
Miloon Kothari and Tara Krause, "Human Rights or Corporate Rights? The MAI Challenge,” in
Human Rights Tribune, 5, nos. 1-2 (April 1998).

plaai¥l y Barail g w8 Al (e 5 el dpubnd) 5 Aiaall 3 gially aldd) (dsall 2gadl :ald i e wal ;5 (9)
22 B (1966 eSS 16 ¢osall (21-9) Al 2200 sasiall aadld Zalal) el ) s s
Loelaial¥l s Lala@y) 3 @ally (aldll Jsall agall 4ia 49 salal) W&AY W <1976 b/ 1N 23 3kl
-3) <l 2200 sasiall 4l daladl dpmandl ) B o gy alawal¥l 5 Goaaill g a8 sill (2 je 5 daie) (AEEY
salll ASAY W5 (1976 by SB) IS 3 13l e 2 ) (1966 ey dSY) 0SS 16 g s (21
3asiial) aedl dalad) Lpmanll J (30 Cadic] (g painll Suaill JISE aen o oliadll 4 0l 48EY) 4027
cJaball (3 ea A8 1969 S o 5lS /ol 4 8 Ml G cilia g (1965 JsY) 05l e 21
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(11) See OXFAM GB Update on the MAI (Multilateral Agreement on Investment), December 1998.
(12) OXFAM'’s objections can be found: www.oxfam.org.uk/policy/papers/mai_update/mai_update.htm

(13) See Policy Statement of the International NGO Committee on Human Rights in Trade and In-
vestment, Investment, Trade and Finance-the Human Rights Framework: Focusing on the Mul-
tilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), September 1998.

(14) For a discussion on the relevance of the emerging agenda on globalization at the Sub-Commis-
sion on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, see Miloon Kothari and Peter Prove,
"The Sub-Commission and Globalisation: Guest Editorial,” in Human Rights Tribune 5, no. 4
(September 1998).

A 43f 1999 /bt 20 &t 12/1999 a8, Gyl (5sias dlaa s 3o 3eal dpe i) Lalll )l 8 (15)
.E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1998/12 3l
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Sl el s lulaudl s Cogh b Jliels gyl Goia () Gsia dlaa s 55l L i 4l (17)
LS:\:\:\JBA:\AJJ‘} )&JQ&}LLS}X}‘ C .J:h.d\ UA‘LAJS.A dA.C :‘5‘)‘9 ‘Gj}.l.“ A:\z.aan ksj‘: @LA\} “.:\JLA:\:\.&HY\} :\..\‘)LA:J\
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/11 saxiall as¥) 4815 ¢12/1989 a8 due Lill Laalll i 55 Sae Lilela

a1 Eh s 1999 /gl 26 & 30/1999 &) il Gsis dles s il de il all ) (18)
[E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1999/9 3353

. E/C.12/1999/9 sasiall adY) 4ifi5 (19)
(20) Two examples will serve as illustration:

Habitat International Coalition (HIC): Basing its work on the right to housing and land, HIC works
through its three committees: housing and land rights, women and shelter, and housing and
environment. The coalition’s work proceeds from a holistic perspective, which seeks, through
alliance building, training, use of the UN system, research and fact-finding, to counter the
negative effects of economic globalization through stressing the inviolability of the gaining and
retaining of housing and land rights as essential to the realization of all human rights.

FoodFirst International Action Network (FIAN): A global coalition promoting the human right to
feed oneself, FIAN works through national chapters and urgent actions against violations of the
right to food and land. FIAN has been the principal force, in collaboration with CSOs and
NGOs around the world, behind the drafting of a Code of Conduct on the Right to Food,
following successful advocacy at the 1997 Rome Food Summit to get the right to food into the
formal Declaration. The Code contains particular provisions on the accountability of nonstate
actors.

(21) Lalumiere Report, October 1998. Report commissioned by the French government and pre-
pared, after consultation with negotiators of the MAI and civil society representatives, by
Member of the European Parliament Catherine Lalumicre, Inspector General for Finance Jean-
Pierre Landua, and Advisor at the Court of Auditors Emmanuel Glimet.

(22) Contact information for the People’s Global Action is as follows: People’s Global Action, c/o
Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW), 377 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada;
Website: http://www.agp.org; E-mail: Pga@apg.org

(23) People’s Global Action Manifesto, People’s Global Action (PGA), February 1998.

(24) The NGO Committee includes Habitat International Coalition, the People’s Decade on Human
Rights Education, Lutheran World Federation, the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for
the Defence of Women’s Rights, Youth for Unity of Voluntary Action, the Centre for Equality in
Rights and Accommodation, and the Mazingira Institute. Contact information for INCHRITI is:
c/o HIC, Secretariat, B-28 Nizamuddin East, New Delhi-110 013, India; E-mail:
hichrc@ndf.vsnl.net.in

(25) Note 18 above.

(26) See M. Mehra, ed. Human Rights and Economic Globalisation: Directions for the WTO
(London: Global Publications Foundation and International NGO Committee on Human Rights
in Trade and Investment, November 1999).

(27) For a discussion on the benefits from the Seattle event for CSOs, see Miloon Kothari and Peter
Prove, "The WTO’s 3rd Ministerial Conference: Negative Impressions Mask Positive Develop-
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ments in Seattle,” Human Rights Tribune, 6, no. 4 (December 1999).

(28) Space does not permit a summary of other initiatives against economic globalization. Over the
past two years, however, it is clear that at national, regional, and international levels numerous
initiatives have been taken which point towards a nascent movement of counterglobalization led
by CSOs and NGOs. See, for example, the work of the Third World Network (Malaysia), Public
Citizens Centre (USA), Polaris Institute (Canada), Focus on the Global South (Thailand), Infor-
mal Working Group on Gender and Trade (Sweden), National Alliance of People’s Movements
(India), ATAC (France), and the Jubilee 2000 Debt Campaign (UK), among many others.

(29) See, for example, HDR 1997, note 3 above, which calculates a series of measures, comprising
the Human Poverty Index, against which countries are annually ranked. They include the
prevalence of illiteracy, life expectancy, degree of malnourishment, and access to health services
and safe water. In 1996 over one billion people fell below this index, a figure reflecting a
deteriorating position in thirty countries.

(30) For an up-to-date survey of the emerging partnerships between the UN and TNCs, see Miloon
Kothari and Peter Prove, "The UN and Big Business: In Whose Interest?” in Human Rights Trib-
une 6, no. 3 (September 1999).

(31) For the text of the Citizens Compact and for supporting endorsement and campaigning material,
see the website of TRAC: http://www.corpwatch.org

(32) Amrita Chachchi, "The New Labour Market,” quoted in Bharat Dogra, "Women Are
Shouldering the Burden of Liberalisation in India,” InterPress Third World News Agency (IPS),
7 December 1998.

(33) Informal Working Group on Gender and Trade, "The Need for a Gender Analysis of the WTO:
Ghana Case Study,” leaflet distributed during the WTO Ministerial Conference, Geneva 1998.

(34) For a useful discussion on this issue and other ideas for action from CSOs, see Kavaljit Singh,
"New Challenges for People’s Movement,” Mainstream, 12 December 1998.

(35) The Tobin tax is named after the economist and Nobel Prize laureate, James Tobin. He
proposed a low-rate uniform tax on transboundary financial transactions. This tax on short-term
speculative investment flows could, if applied, raise several hundred billion dollars a year that
could be used for development purposes

(36) Trade Myths and Gender Reality: Trade Liberalisation and Women’s Lives, ed. Angela Hale.
(Uppsala: Global Publications Foundation and International Coalition for Development Action,
1998)
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